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          1                       (Whereupon, the proceedings

          2                       commenced at approximately 10:10

          3                       a.m.)

          4             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Hi; my name is Ellen Berkowitz,

          5   and I am here representing the City.

          6             These relocations are requested and are necessary

          7   under an agreement that the City has through Federal Court

          8   requiring that all polling places be made accessible under

          9   the Americans with Disabilities Act.

         10             This is not optional.  People have a right to be

         11   able to vote unassisted.  It is not something that the City

         12   requested, it is a settlement agreement, and we are required

         13   to do this.

         14             Thank you.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  Now, you should be advised, that any

         16   decisions that the Commission makes, you have a right to

         17   appeal to the Court of Common Pleas, okay.  So everybody

         18   should be clear about that.

         19             If there is an adverse decision, that is a

         20   decision that you believe -- if there is a decision that is

         21   made by the Commission, you have a right to appeal it to the

         22   Court of Common Pleas, okay.  That is what you have to know,

         23   okay.

         24             And we're going to --
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          1             UNKNOWN MALE:  How long does that process take?

          2             MR. VOIGT:  It takes as long as it takes.  Consult

          3   an attorney, okay.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Good morning; my name is Al

          5   Schmidt, I'm a City Commissioner.  Up here with me is

          6   Commissioner Anthony Clark and Chief Deputy Commissioner

          7   Dennis Lee, who will be sitting in for Commissioner Singer

          8   who has a conflict this morning.

          9             We're going to move through the polling place

         10   hearings in the order in which people signed in.

         11             I'd ask that we try to move things along as

         12   expeditiously as possible.  There are a lot of people who've

         13   obviously taken time away from their work, friends, family

         14   and everything else to be here, but we want to be thorough,

         15   and we want to get everything right.

         16             The first ward and division up for consideration

         17   is the 11th Ward; 13th Division; is that right, Mr. Ferris?

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

         19             Okay.  All those that are going to be speaking for

         20   11;13, let me read off what the change is first.

         21             The change for 11;13 is to move the polling place

         22   from 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, the Thankful Baptist

         23   Church, to 1531 West Tioga Street, the Tioga Presbyterian

         24   Senior Home.
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          1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          2             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

          3             So, all those who would like to speak against the

          4   move or for the move please come forward, state your name

          5   for the stenographer, and present your case to the

          6   Commissioners.

          7             MS. ROBINSON:  Good morning; my name is Margo

          8   Robinson.

          9             And, first, before I make a comment about the

         10   polling place, I'd like to lodge a complaint against a Gary

         11   Ferris.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  It is Ferris.  Right here.  Go right

         13   ahead.

         14             MS. ROBINSON:  I think that you should retire.  I

         15   think you're tired.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, I'm sorry, we have

         17   to move things along.

         18             MS. ROBINSON:  Well -- no.  Excuse me, sir.  Wait

         19   a minute.  I called down here to this office, and this

         20   gentleman (indicating) was totally disrespectful.  He was

         21   very condescending.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  No.

         23             MS. ROBINSON:  He was very disrespectful.

         24             I was giving him information --

FF



                                                                        6

          1             MR. FERRIS:  Incorrect.

          2             MS. ROBINSON:  -- because I was standing right in

          3   front of the location where they want to change it to.

          4             He's telling me that there is no ramp, and there

          5   was a ramp.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am --

          7             MS. ROBINSON:  So, first -- excuse me.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, I'm sorry to do this

          9   --

         10             MS. ROBINSON:  So, first, I want to -- excuse me.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We will be happy to listen

         12   to you --

         13             MS. ROBINSON:  First -- excuse me.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- about your concerns.

         15             MS. ROBINSON:  You can say whatever you want to

         16   say, but I'm going to say what I want to say, and I'm just

         17   about finished.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         19             MS. ROBINSON:  So, I am lodging a complaint

         20   against this gentleman (indicating).  That's what my first

         21   request is.

         22             Now, the second, as far as dealing with the issue

         23   of moving the voting from the church to 15th and Tioga, the

         24   church is handicapped accessible.  If they send someone to
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          1   the church they will find that it is handicapped accessible.

          2             And to take people from a different division and

          3   send them five blocks away to have to go vote is not

          4   appropriate.

          5             And if they can't do -- if they find that the

          6   church is not accessible, then we would like to go back to

          7   the Heritage Park where we used to vote at, because that is

          8   handicapped accessible.

          9             But the church is handicapped accessible.

         10             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.  Listen, can we hear

         11   something from the Justice Department why you moved this?

         12             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Hi, Commissioner.  I'm not from

         13   the Justice Department, I represent the City.

         14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

         15             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Our information is, that there is

         16   six steps going down into the voting area.

         17             MS. ROBINSON:  One entrance of the church.

         18             MR. VOIGT:  Excuse me.  Excuse me.

         19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Excuse me, there has to be

         20   one person at a time.

         21             MS. ROBINSON:  I apologize.

         22             MR. VOIGT:  One person at a time.

         23             MS. BERKOWITZ:  That is our information.

         24             That is not something that can be remedied.
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          1             And, so, it is our recommendation that the polling

          2   place be moved.  Whether to the polling place that has been

          3   identified or to another one.  But by Election Day.

          4             MS. ROBINSON:  Can I ask a question; are they

          5   planning on making this change for this election coming up

          6   in November?

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes, ma'am.

          8             MS. ROBINSON:  Well, I think that it should not be

          9   done because, in the church, in the front of the church, it

         10   is accessible.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Miss Robinson, we can send

         12   someone out to this polling place, but the entrance

         13   currently used is not accessible.

         14             MS. ROBINSON:  Right.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Until that time, I motion

         16   that we take it under advisement so that we have the

         17   opportunity to gather more information on that.

         18             MS. ROBINSON:  Because we were told -- the other

         19   thing, too, I was told yesterday when I called the

         20   councilwoman's office, that this was not supposed to be --

         21   the polling place was not changing until the next election

         22   and not this election.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No, ma'am.  This round of

         24   hearings for polling place moves is for this coming General
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          1   Election.

          2             MS. ROBINSON:  Well, I think that is --

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am -- Miss Robinson --

          4             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Miss Robinson --

          5             MS. ROBINSON:  Yes, sir.

          6             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  -- so what he just said

          7   is, that we're going to send someone out and -- so that we

          8   can see what you just mentioned; all right?

          9             MS. ROBINSON:  Yes.

         10             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  And then we go from

         11   there.  Because we're going to take it under advisement and

         12   we're going to send somebody out; okay?

         13             MS. ROBINSON:  I appreciate that.

         14             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  So you can show the

         15   other entrance; all right?

         16             MS. ROBINSON:  All right.

         17             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you so much.

         18             MS. ROBINSON:  Thank you.  I appreciate it.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         20             MS. FENNELL:  My name is Juanita Fennell; I'm from

         21   the 11th Ward; 13th Division.

         22             The church is handicapped accessible.  The church

         23   is not handicapped accessible only in one door, but there

         24   are three other entrances to the church; that's number one.
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          1             Number two, if we have to put a ramp where a ramp

          2   is required, that is not a problem.  If we have the

          3   opportunity to put a ramp there, let us put the ramp there

          4   instead of disenfranchising 698 voters.

          5             Thank you.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          7             Ma'am, are you also here for 11;13?

          8             MS. FENNELL:  Yes.

          9             MS. PIERCE:  My name is Latoya Pierce; I'm with

         10   the 11th and 13th Ward.

         11             I've been around there voting at the church for

         12   four years, and I just wanted to come to, you know, say

         13   something because, the other place is out of range of where

         14   I live at.  So I would just like to continue on voting like

         15   I've been for four years at the church where I've been at.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Miss Pierce.

         17             MR. HUNTER:  My name is Darnell Hunter, and I live

         18   in the 11th Ward.

         19             And I'm a contractor, I'd be willing to build a

         20   ramp to keep the polling place because, if that's all that's

         21   stopping the people from having their normal place of

         22   voting, a ramp, I would be willing to do it at my own cost

         23   so that we can have that right to vote.  That we all need

         24   that right to vote.
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          1             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Which ward and division are

          2   you in?

          3             MR. HUNTER:  I live in the 11th Ward.  I live

          4   actually right behind the church.

          5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  What division is that?

          6             MR. HUNTER:  Thirteenth.

          7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Thirteenth.

          8             Okay.  Gary Ferris will, of course, give you the

          9   information in terms of the specs, and if you want to do

         10   that.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  What I would like to do is send --

         12   what I would like to do is send one of our inspectors out

         13   today, to the church.

         14             Is there anyone at the church where we can gain

         15   access today?

         16             MR. HUNTER:  Well, I can give you my name and

         17   number --

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         19             MR. HUNTER:  -- and I can meet you there.  We can

         20   take you in there.

         21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         22             MR. HUNTER:  Not a problem.

         23             MR. FERRIS:  I'll have somebody look at it today

         24   and you show us the entrance that you're talking about --
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          1             MR. HUNTER:  Okay.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  -- that you say is accessible, and

          3   we'll explain why or why not it is not accessible, and if

          4   there is any modifications that can be done.

          5             MR. HUNTER:  Okay.

          6             MR. FERRIS:  And in the meantime the Commissioners

          7   will take it under advisement until I return with a report

          8   to them telling them what can be done, what can't be done,

          9   and we'll go on from them.

         10             One other thing that I want to do follow up is,

         11   that Heritage Park, the rec center that you wanted to go to,

         12   the room is only 11 by 15.  And in order to fit a second

         13   division in there, it's not going to work.

         14             I spoke to the ward leader, also, and he --

         15             MS. ROBINSON:  Who, Al Stewart?

         16             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Al Stewart, the ward leader,

         17   verified that he will have vans available if the change does

         18   go through to run people back and forth constantly all day.

         19             He's already purchased vans -- or rented vans for

         20   that day, just so you know in advance.

         21             MS. ROBINSON:  We probably won't even get that

         22   far.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir, we will --

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Just so you know, okay.
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          1             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I just want to make clear, that,

          2   of course, as Mr. Ferris said, someone will be sent out to

          3   inspect, but the requirement is, that people be able to vote

          4   unassisted.  So it's not just that people have to get into

          5   the building, but they have to be able to make it to the

          6   voting place without encountering any steps or other

          7   obstacles.

          8             MS. ROBINSON:  There is.  There is a landing

          9   there.

         10             MR. JONES:  Can I speak?

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir, can you please say

         12   your name?

         13             MR. JONES:  Okay.  My name is Daryl Jones, and I'm

         14   in the 11th Ward; 13th District.

         15             This -- what she just said as far as people

         16   getting into the church, there's a driveway.  Thankful

         17   Baptist has a driveway.

         18             And it's two double doors that go down.  They can

         19   put the voting in the dining area, not in the back where it

         20   is now.  They can move it into their dining area.  And it is

         21   a lift that goes up to the sanctuary down to -- down to, you

         22   know, down to the voting area, to the polling area.

         23             And just another thing that I wanted to say.  I

         24   don't know how this process actually goes, but we -- there
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          1   was only one or two signs in the whole division that

          2   informed us of what was going on.  And I happen to --

          3   somebody came and told me about it because I saw the sign

          4   and thought that it was a sign for a flee market or, you

          5   know, somebody had just stuck something up.  Nothing that

          6   drew our attention to it.  And somebody came and told me

          7   about it.

          8             And I think that we should have been informed,

          9   because I think it is our right to vote in our division.

         10             You know, if you're going to move us to another

         11   division, there are three other divisions -- two other

         12   divisions I understand in the Tioga location, with the Voter

         13   ID Law now coming up and us having to go and vote with two

         14   other divisions, it's going to be chaos up there.

         15             I have a problem, you know, walking.  I have nerve

         16   damage.  That's so far for me to go to actually vote.  And I

         17   don't know about the crime in that area.

         18             Once you cross Allegheny Avenue, we don't know

         19   anything that goes on over there.  I'm concerned about that.

         20             There are a couple blocks where it is barren, you

         21   know, there are lots, you know.  It's, sort of, dangerous to

         22   go up in that area.  I don't want to go up there and vote.

         23             So, let us, as the people come to us, and I think

         24   they should have came to us, we would have remedied this,

FF



                                                                       15

          1   you know.  Just give us a chance, because we live in that

          2   neighborhood.  And, so, give us a chance to fix things, you

          3   know.  Something up on a pole, you know, and, you know,

          4   telling us what's going on.  We should have been notified.

          5   And we will fix it for you.  We wouldn't even have to go

          6   through all this if you informed the people.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Jones.

          8             We are going to be sending someone out today.

          9             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Next, please.

         11             Any other --

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Anyone from 11;13 have anything else?

         13             MR. KINSEY:  Yes.  My name is Joseph F. Kinsey,

         14   and I am a trustee at Thankful Baptist Church.

         15             And let me say, that we are willing to look at any

         16   modifications that has to be done in order to make the

         17   voting site handicapped, fully handicapped accessible.

         18             As Mr. Jones has stated, we do have a chairlift,

         19   and we can easily change the location of where the voting

         20   takes place to our dining room so that one would have easy

         21   egress and ingress from the dining area.

         22             So, once again, we are looking and we are open to

         23   any suggestions, any modifications that would be required to

         24   keep the voting site accessible to the members of the
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          1   community.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Is there a good time that you will be

          3   there today and I can send somebody out?

          4             MR. KINSEY:  We'll have someone there until --

          5   actually until four or five this afternoon.

          6             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  How about if I have somebody

          7   there at 1:00 today; that will work?

          8             MR. KINSEY:  Yes.  I'll make sure that someone --

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         10             MR. KINSEY:  -- is there to show you around.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         12             MR. KINSEY:  And I am a trustee, a member of the

         13   board of trustees at Thankful.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, sir.

         15             MS. FENNELL:  Sir, can I please say something for

         16   the record, please?

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Please come forward, ma'am.

         18             MS. FENNELL:  My name is Juanita Fennell, and I

         19   would like to say for the record, that we do not have one

         20   person out of 698 people that are in a wheelchair.  That

         21   needs to be explained.  We have people that are -- that do

         22   have canes, but can walk up and down the steps.  But we do

         23   not have one person in a wheelchair.  I just need that to be

         24   on file.
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          1             Thank you.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Miss Fennell.

          3             Ms. Berkowitz.

          4             MS. BERKOWITZ:  The City understands that.  There

          5   is a requirement that it be wheelchair accessible.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Is there anyone else here

          7   to testify for 11;13?

          8                       (Whereupon, there was no

          9                       response.)

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We've voted to take the

         11   matter under advisement.  We're sending someone out there

         12   today to see if there is a way that we can accommodate

         13   handicapped accessibility at this current location.

         14             MS. ROBINSON:  Can I ask one other question?

         15             How -- so, how -- how does this affect this

         16   election coming up?

         17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  That's irrelevant right now.

         18             MS. ROBINSON:  It is?

         19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.  It is.

         20             What we're trying to do is, make sure that all of

         21   the polling places that has been changed, we're trying to

         22   make sure that the people in the community get a chance and

         23   an opportunity to tell us where they would like to have it

         24   if they can't have it there.  And if we can put it back
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          1   there by checking to see what we can do to make that work,

          2   then we will do that.

          3             We are in contact with the ward leaders --

          4             MR. VOIGT:  It's for this election.

          5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  -- we're in contact with the

          6   judge of election of those divisions, and we're trying to

          7   make that work.

          8             MS. ROBINSON:  Thank you.

          9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  So, can we get somebody else

         10   from another ward?

         11             MS. ROBINSON:  But my question is, if he goes out

         12   there today and they say that it is handicapped accessible

         13   and that it works --

         14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Then it's done.

         15             MS. ROBINSON:  Then it's -- that's all I want to

         16   know.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

         18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         19             MS. ROBINSON:  Okay.  That's all I wanted to know.

         20             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We are going to move

         22   forward to the 11th Ward; 4th Division; 11th Ward; 4th

         23   Division.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The proposal for the move for
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          1   the 11th Ward; 4th Division is to move the polling place

          2   from 15th and Ontario Streets, the Kenderton School, to 1531

          3   West Tioga Street, the Tioga Presbyterian Senior Home.

          4             MS. DORSEY:  My name is Olivia Dorsey; I live at

          5   3221 North 15th.

          6             We've been voting in that school since day one.

          7             They do have a ramp.  And the day that we vote

          8   they truck it in.  We don't disturb anybody.

          9             Whose idea was it to change our place, because we

         10   have a lot of seniors?

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, the City's and our

         12   General Counsel, Fred Voigt, could explain this further, but

         13   this is a matter of the Department of Justice settlement

         14   with the City of Philadelphia for handicapped accessibility.

         15             Miss Berkowitz.

         16             MS. BERKOWITZ:  We appreciate that, and I'm sure

         17   that it will be looked at or has been looked at.

         18             The issue is that the ramp has to comply with

         19   certain requirements.

         20             I mean, you wouldn't want a ramp that was too

         21   steep, because then people would get hurt.

         22             MS. DORSEY:  This is not too steep.

         23             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I understand.  I'm not saying that

         24   your ramp is too steep, I'm simply saying there is certain
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          1   requirements, and that's what the City is required to look

          2   at and is required to make sure that every polling place

          3   complies with these requirements.

          4             MS. DORSEY:  It is handicapped accessible.

          5             But we don't have nobody come in wheelchairs.

          6             MR. VOIGT:  It doesn't matter.

          7             MS. DORSEY:  We have seniors.

          8             MR. VOIGT:  It doesn't matter.  The government

          9   requires it.  It is not our requirement, it is the

         10   government that requires it.

         11             MS. DORSEY:  And now we are going to be three

         12   divisions in that same senior building at 16th and Tioga.

         13             That means you are going to have three divisions

         14   in there.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.

         16             MS. DORSEY:  They don't have that much room.  It's

         17   going to be chaos.

         18             Thank you.

         19             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, ma'am.

         20             MR. COOK:  My name is Sam Cook; I am the judge of

         21   election 11th Ward; 4th Division.

         22             I went yesterday to the Presbyterian building, the

         23   senior citizen place at 1531 West Tioga, my understanding is

         24   that they wanted to move three voting places there, 11;13,
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          1   Thankful Baptist Church, and wanted to move 11;4, Kenderton

          2   School, combine them with the Presbyterian building, which

          3   would be 11;9.

          4             When I went into the office area where they want

          5   to set up 11;13 and 11;4, going back to what Mr. Ferris said

          6   about the size, I don't know if it is 11 by 15 foot, but I

          7   imagine that it is that condensed.

          8             I feel like the area that they showed me yesterday

          9   would be very congested.  And with a high profile election

         10   like this with the president involved and everything, I

         11   think that it is going to be real crowded in there.  I'm

         12   looking at, that it is going to be chaotic.

         13             And if we did have to use that building, I would

         14   request right now that the City Commissioners provide some

         15   extra help there, maybe extra machine operators, looking

         16   into the situation where the Voter ID Law still might be in

         17   effect, where we have to get photo IDs and all that.  I'm

         18   looking at a lot of people maybe having to use provisional

         19   ballots.  So that is another reason why I had mentioned the

         20   extra machine inspectors to, sort of, help along with the

         21   judge of election and stuff in case we do have a lot of

         22   people coming in there, we don't have to have, you know,

         23   just one attendant handling all these provisional ballots.

         24             Also, I don't know if this can weigh in as a
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          1   factor, but I am looking at the code violations.  You know,

          2   here you got a senior citizen building with maybe a capacity

          3   of the limit of the amount of people being there, and with

          4   you having an estimate of 698 from 11;13, then you have 270

          5   from my division, 11;4, combined with 600 something from

          6   11;9, here you got an area, speaking about what Mr. Ferris

          7   said, and I didn't take the extra size, 11 by 15 feet,

          8   that's not going to fly.

          9             And the way that I looked at it, Commissioner

         10   Singer (sic), they had two long tables in there like that

         11   (indicating), facing each other, which would be four, I

         12   couldn't see the room where they are going to put the four

         13   machines in it.

         14             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Mr. Cook.

         15             MR. COOK:  Yes.

         16             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Let me ask a question.

         17             MR. COOK:  Okay.

         18             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Where you are presently

         19   at --

         20             MR. COOK:  We are presently at --

         21             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  No.  Where you're

         22   presently at -- here is a question.  Where you're presently

         23   at --

         24             MR. COOK:  Okay.
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          1             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  -- is that handicapped

          2   accessible?

          3             MR. COOK:  Yes, sir.

          4             We have a small ramp that goes up two steps.  And

          5   we have been using that ramp for the last three --

          6             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  I just needed --

          7             MR. COOK:  -- four elections.

          8             So it is handicapped accessible.

          9             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  I just needed to hear

         10   that part, sir.

         11             MR. COOK:  Yes.  It is handicapped accessible.

         12             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Cook.

         14             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, Mr. Cook.

         15             MR. COOK:  Okay.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Is there anyone else here

         17   from the 11th Ward; 4th Division?

         18                       (Whereupon, there was no

         19                       response.)

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would motion that we take

         21   the matter under advisement to discuss further.

         22             Thank you.

         23             MR. COOK:  Okay.

         24             MR. McMANIMON:  May I ask, where are they just
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          1   proposing to change that to?

          2             MR. FERRIS:  That proposal was to change it to the

          3   Tioga Presbyterian Senior Home at 1531 West Tioga.

          4             MR. McMANIMON:  Thanks.

          5             MR. COOK:  Will we hear back from the

          6   Commissioners for 11;4 whether it will be changed or not?

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  As long as your name and phone

          8   number is on that list you'll be getting a phone call from

          9   one of us telling you what the decision has been made.

         10             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  Absolutely.

         12             MR. COOK:  Okay.  Thank you.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The next up to bat here is

         14   the 28th Ward; 8th Division.

         15             MR. DAVIS:  Okay.  My name is Henry Davis.  I am

         16   the machinist.

         17             I am here solely due to the reason that your

         18   inspector was at the site yesterday --

         19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         21             MR. DAVIS:  -- and we seem to --

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Let me announce what the proposal was

         23   first, please.

         24             The 28th Ward; 8th Division, the request was to
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          1   move the polling place from 2450 West Sergeant Street, The

          2   New Life Baptist Church, to 2521 North 23rd Street, The Love

          3   Zion Baptist Church.

          4             I will let you speak before I --

          5             MR. DAVIS:  Yes.

          6             The issue seems to have been wheelchair

          7   accessible.  And we seem to have combated that problem

          8   yesterday.

          9             Pictures were taken, double measurements, things

         10   of that sort.  And we did past your inspection.

         11             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         12             MR. DAVIS:  So, are there any other questions that

         13   you have for us?

         14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Well, let me just say this --

         15             MR. FERRIS:  First --

         16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Go ahead, finish.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  First of all, Commissioner Clark

         18   asked me to send somebody out to reinspect it and see if

         19   there was any way of making that building accessible because

         20   it didn't involve any steps, it involved mainly a door

         21   inside and a door frame.

         22             So when my inspector went out and met with whoever

         23   was there, the board members, they did come to an agreement

         24   and the church agreed to take the threshold --
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          1             MR. DAVIS:  I did.  I did.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  -- the one threshold out and cut

          3   that, you know, both of them, so it would work.

          4             MR. DAVIS:  Yes.  I did.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  So, now that the door is no longer 29

          6   inches, the door will be 32-inches wide --

          7             MR. DAVIS:  Thirty-two and a half.

          8             MR. FERRIS:  -- then that makes it accessible for

          9   the wheelchair to fit through.

         10             MR. DAVIS:  Yes.  It is.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  So, at this time I would ask the

         12   Commissioners to deny the petition for the move and leave it

         13   at the current site at 2450 West Sergeant Street.

         14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  That's approved.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, are you also here

         16   for 28;8, before we go?

         17             MS. MACK:  Yes.  I am.  Yes.

         18             My name is Delores Mack, and I am curb of the

         19   election.

         20             I just want to say this one thing.  I think it was

         21   horrible how the voting Commission notified us to put signs

         22   on our polls, three polls, and the community was never

         23   notified at all.  You didn't have the respect to even get in

         24   touch with the minister of the church, Reverend Greer, so
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          1   that she would know what was going on and she would have

          2   been able to open up the church.

          3             They made a decision without being able to get

          4   inside of her church.  And I think it is horrible.

          5             We are voting people, and most of the community,

          6   in our 28;8, do not know about what is going on.  And I

          7   think that you all need to have a better way to notify

          8   people.  Because we have been voting at that place for eight

          9   years, and we have never had a problem.

         10             Last year, this year in voting time in April, a

         11   person came, Michael Brunnock from 2549 West Cumberland

         12   Street, in an ambulance and he got through the door of that

         13   church.

         14             So, now, all of a sudden there is this big problem

         15   to disenfranchise the whole community.

         16             MR. VOIGT:  Ma'am, it's the Justice Department

         17   that made that decision.  Ma'am, the Justice Department is

         18   the one that made that recommendation.

         19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  There is an agreement between

         20   the Justice Department and the City.

         21             Let me just say this, the division that you're

         22   speaking about in 28;8, I happen to be the ward leader

         23   there.

         24             MS. MACK:  I know that you are.
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          1             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.  So, let me just say

          2   this, that has been solved.

          3             MS. MACK:  Yes.

          4             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  The polling place will remain

          5   there.

          6             MS. MACK:  But I just wanted you all to know how

          7   disrespectful it was not to notify the whole community.

          8             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

          9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         10             The next ward and division is the 10th Ward; 3rd

         11   Division.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The 10th Ward; 3rd Division,

         13   the request is to move the polling place from 2169 74th

         14   Avenue, Saint Peter's Church, over to 7400 Briar Road, the

         15   Cross Cuts Barber Shop.

         16             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         17             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         18             MS. FITZGERALD:  Good morning.

         19             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Good morning.

         20             MS. FITZGERALD:  I'm Isabella Fitzgerald.  I'm

         21   here on behalf of our Ward Leader, Edgar Howard, I am the

         22   ward chair.

         23             And I just want to say this, this polling place

         24   has been a polling place forever.  It is an older
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          1   population.

          2             The suggested place where it's suggested that it

          3   be moved to, we have -- we have six hundred and something

          4   voters, as I heard before, and people are going to stand in

          5   line, there is going to be older people standing in line.

          6   It has potential of disenfranchising, you know, voters.

          7             It is an older building, it's an older population,

          8   and I don't know if the pastor wants to comment on it.

          9             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  My name is Gwen

         10   Johnson-Bond.  My husband and I have been co-pastors at the

         11   church for 23 years.

         12             And it is a very community-oriented church and

         13   neighborhood-based church.

         14             And, also, on Election Day it becomes a gathering

         15   place for two wards, the 10th and the 50th.  A place where

         16   neighbors are meeting one another, greeting one another,

         17   maybe once or twice a year when they come to vote, but it

         18   has that feeling of family.

         19             Unfortunately, we are in accessible.  Our building

         20   is such where, to put in a ramp even really wouldn't --

         21   wouldn't -- really wouldn't work well.

         22             And, so, we've been in conversations.  It's not,

         23   like, oh, all of a sudden.  We have been talking about how

         24   to wisely make our building accessible.
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          1             It may mean -- it may mean putting in something

          2   like a lift or an elevator.

          3             But we're in a poor -- I shouldn't say poor, but

          4   we are not a wealthy church.  So that the money doesn't come

          5   so easily.

          6             We've been paying off on a loan on some other work

          7   on our building.

          8             The intent is to make our building accessible,

          9   because we have members in our church who would like to be

         10   able to come into the building.

         11             So, please know that, that's in our minds, it's in

         12   our hearts and it's in our conversation as congregation how,

         13   in terms of talking with an architect and getting those

         14   plans in place and getting the money.  And we're working on

         15   loans to do that kind of restructure for our building.  So

         16   please know that.

         17             We also did talk to a place to see, on that day,

         18   if we could get a ramp put in.

         19             They told us it would cost $2500.

         20             Again, I don't know where that money would come

         21   from, you know.  I would have to talk to our church family,

         22   maybe in the community to see if that's something that

         23   people would want to do and be able to do for that day.

         24             But, please -- I guess -- the other thing is to
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          1   change and to have people go to stand outside the barber

          2   shop in order to try to vote on that day or to walk around

          3   to a couple of blocks away to the firehouse, it is going to

          4   cause confusion.

          5             Already some people have said, oh, I don't know if

          6   I could walk around that far.

          7             And I'm thinking, even myself, trying to get here

          8   today, the signs said Delaware and Spring Garden.

          9             I went to Delaware and Spring Garden, there's a

         10   building under construction there.  I'm walking around,

         11   driving around trying to find -- because I've never been

         12   here before.

         13             I was tempted to say, let me carry my behind right

         14   on back home; you know what I'm saying?

         15             So, if I'm able to walk around and stuff like that

         16   and make -- but for other people they may not put the next

         17   step and the extra effort to go and say, I'm going to go

         18   around to the firehouse now.

         19             So, I just hope that you would think about this,

         20   hear what we're saying, hear the intent of our heart and our

         21   minds to do what we know is right, because we know that

         22   there are people who need to get into the building and want

         23   to be able to do that without being assisted.

         24             So, we understand the issue, and we're willing to
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          1   work -- not willing, but are working, I should say, on

          2   that -- on that effort, so...

          3             I don't know, Jimmy, do you want to add something?

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, pastor.

          6             Pastor, did you sign in already?

          7             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  Yes, sir.

          8             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.  Thank you.

          9             MR. HINES:  James Hines; I am the committee person

         10   in the 3rd division.

         11             The board has been meant -- or what has been said

         12   this far indicates one thing, that the place that we are

         13   looking at is an alternate that was designated, the barber

         14   shop.

         15             Unfortunately, it is a very small place.

         16             In order to have the numbers that we had supposed

         17   were going to come to the election for voting, there's going

         18   to be a pretty good amount of folks there.

         19             And the main concern is now, can we accommodate

         20   the voters whose objective it is to come there and cast

         21   their ballot?

         22             And the way it looks right now, I'm pretty much

         23   doubtful that it could be done.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Hines.
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          1             MS. FITZGERALD:  I'd just like to say something in

          2   regards to this.  If it has to be, you know, handicapped

          3   accessible, there's not enough time given to, you know -- to

          4   locations to try to correct the -- to correct it if there's

          5   a ramp or whatever is needed.  And I, you know, I'd just

          6   like, you know, the Commissioners to consider, you know,

          7   allowing the people to vote there and letting the church try

          8   to get a ramp or do whatever they need to do.

          9             I heard that there is some specs available, if we

         10   could, you know, at least work on it and not have people

         11   disenfranchised.

         12             These are old buildings.  These are -- it is an

         13   older community, you know.  To have them have to wait, you

         14   know, they're not going to wait.

         15             This is an important election.  And with

         16   everything else going on, you know, it's -- it's going to be

         17   a problem.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         19             Pastor.

         20             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  I do have information on a

         21   ramp.  The proposal that we possibly could, in terms of

         22   doing a ramp that day, the cost, like I said, is quite high.

         23             But if that means we would be able to remain at

         24   our site and maybe even be given -- or, I should say, that's
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          1   one, or to be given some time to say, okay, within a year we

          2   want to see some concrete change in your building so that

          3   people can come in, you know.

          4             We don't have a whole lot of money, so some of

          5   these things, when you got to knock out walls it doesn't

          6   happen overnight.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Paster, can we either --

          8   can you either leave that with us or if we could make a copy

          9   of it?

         10             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  If you could make a copy.

         11                       (Whereupon, a document was

         12                       submitted.)

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would motion that we take

         14   the polling place move under advisement.

         15             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We are going to take the

         17   one place move under advisement.

         18             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Yeah.  The City appreciates that

         19   you're going to take it under advisement, but we would just

         20   state that we already conferenced this particular polling

         21   place location and we very much appreciate the efforts of

         22   the church's willing to make, but I believe that we have

         23   exhausted all local alternatives, and any accommodations

         24   would have to be long term.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          2             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  What does that mean?

          3             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Yeah.  Can you further

          4   explain that?

          5             MS. BERKOWITZ:  What I mean is, that the City

          6   already conferred with the Department of Justice and looked

          7   at other possible suggestions whether they were

          8   modifications to the building that could be implemented

          9   quickly and easily, or places that were perhaps closer than

         10   the one that's been identified.

         11             The people from voter registration really do make

         12   a big effort and are aware of the importance of these

         13   locations to the community.

         14             And perhaps long-term modification could be made,

         15   but right now there's four exterior steps, and there are

         16   also interior steps at the same location.  So ramping would

         17   be very difficult to do prior to this election.

         18             MS. FITZGERALD:  Can I just say this, you know,

         19   I've been in this community for almost 40 years.  People

         20   have been voting in that -- at that location for almost as

         21   long as I've been there.

         22             So, the attorney is saying that the City would

         23   rather disenfranchise voters than to have them, you know --

         24   then to let these modifications go forward?
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, this is a list

          2   supplied to us by the Department of Justice, between an

          3   agreement the Department of Justice and the City of

          4   Philadelphia.

          5             What we are going to do is, we voted to take the

          6   matter under advisement so that we can take a --

          7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  A closer look.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- second look and a closer

          9   look, and then we'll let you know what the decision.

         10             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you.

         11             PASTOR JOHNSON-BOND:  Do we know when we will hear

         12   from you, because if we're going to push forward with

         13   something like this we would need to know?

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Within the next ten days.

         15             MS. FITZGERALD:  And can I make another request,

         16   that when whatever decision is made, is there a way to

         17   contact the voters to let them know?  Because there has

         18   been, you know, some concern that the signs placed on poles

         19   is not enough information.  And actually not enough time,

         20   because people have concerns, and they want to be able to

         21   voice those concerns.

         22             So, I'm just asking if something can be sent to

         23   the voters saying, you know, what the decision was so they

         24   can know.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, the City

          2   Commissioners are discussing a couple of alternatives.

          3             MS. FITZGERALD:  Right.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  One would involve sending

          5   postcards to the electors to inform them of any polling

          6   place moves, not just in this division, but in any division.

          7             MS. FITZGERALD:  Well, we appreciate that.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          9             MS. FITZGERALD:  Whatever you can do.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And thank you for coming

         11   down.

         12             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you for coming

         13   down, we appreciate it.

         14             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  The 10th Ward; 14th Division, the

         16   request is to move the polling place from 1901 72nd Avenue,

         17   Wrights Barber Shop, to 7175 C Ogontz Avenue, the Third

         18   Element Spa and Salon.

         19             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         20             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         21             MS. FITZGERALD:  Again, this is an older

         22   population, and people have been voting here for years, ever

         23   since I have been in the community as well.  And there have

         24   never been any complaints in terms of access to the
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          1   building.  The building's doorway measures -- I think there

          2   was an issue with the doorway and it measures two inches

          3   larger than it has to.

          4             There is a ramp provided for, you know -- for

          5   wheelchairs.  Wheelchairs can easily have access to the

          6   building, and this is the community.

          7             Who would like to speak?

          8             MS. BAGBY:  Hello; my name is Patricia Bagby.  I

          9   am the judge of election.

         10             I just happen to find out that you want to change

         11   the polling place, and I was very hurt, because it's an

         12   injustice to me, and it is a hardship.

         13             I go collect the paraphernalia on the bus, bring

         14   it to my house, I take it around the corner.

         15             Now, you're going to tell me I have to take it

         16   three blocks around someplace else and have to go there on

         17   Monday when the polls come in, Tuesday for voting, and

         18   Wednesday to let the machines go out.  That's a hardship for

         19   me.

         20             I am a senior citizen.  And I have been doing this

         21   for almost 40 years.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Miss Bagby.

         23             And just to repeat, this is a list of polling

         24   places that have been provided from the Department of
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          1   Justice --

          2             MS. BAGBY:  Right.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- as part of an agreement

          4   between the Department of Justice and the City of

          5   Philadelphia.

          6             MS. BAGBY:  I understand that, but we have senior

          7   citizens who come on canes.  They can walk around the

          8   corner, but to go three, four blocks, I don't think so.

          9             And, also, we don't have a wheelchair, and we do

         10   have the ramp.  But we do not have a wheelchair.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Miss Bagby.

         12             MS. BAGBY:  And the polling place that they're

         13   suggesting is triple, is tripling where, you know, they now

         14   have to come.  People can walk to this polling place that

         15   exists right now.  It is handicapped accessible, there is a

         16   ramp.

         17             But to ask them to walk triple the distance that

         18   they have to walk now is awful, outrageous.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am.

         20             MS. SPENCER:  Good morning; my name is Deborah

         21   Spencer, and I have been voting there at the voting poll for

         22   almost 40 years.

         23             For lack of a better word, they consider me

         24   handicapped, okay.  And I appreciate the Justice Department
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          1   and the handicapped department looking out for me, because I

          2   would have been one of the first people upset if I could not

          3   get to my voting poll to cast my ballot, okay.  I would have

          4   been terribly upset.

          5             But the ramp has always been there for me for me

          6   to go in there and cast my ballot, okay.  And I would

          7   appreciate that.

          8             I have a petition here that's been signed by 165

          9   people in the community that want that voting poll opened at

         10   Mr. Wright's Barber Shop casting their ballot.  A lot of

         11   seniors that have been voting there more than 40 years.

         12             I have a man that's 90 years old, he can hardly

         13   make it across the street, but he perseveres to get around

         14   to that voting poll to cast his ballot, okay.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, would you leave the

         16   petition with us, if you don't mind?

         17             MS. SPENCER:  Sure.

         18                       (Whereupon, a document was

         19                       submitted.)

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir.

         21             MR. BROOKS:  Yeah.  Good morning; my name is

         22   Mr. Brooks, Earl Brooks.  I'm the committee person in that

         23   division, 14th division.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Good morning, sir.
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          1             MR. BROOKS:  And I'm also here on behalf of -- I'm

          2   here to represent the 14th division for the people.

          3             And there's a lady -- the place is handicapped

          4   accessible, number one.  And the door, from what I

          5   recollect, is wide than what the specifications call for.  I

          6   believe 34.3.  And I'm there when they bring the machines

          7   in.  And, also, the ramp is there.  I pitch the ramp out

          8   there myself.

          9             And there is an elderly lady next door, just two

         10   doors away, she barely can make it there, but with my

         11   accompanying her there, she's able to make it.

         12             It's, like, you know -- it's really a lot of

         13   people in my division.  It's, like, 749.

         14             But those people find it very convenient for them

         15   to come there and vote with no problem.  We never had a

         16   problem there.  Never ever.

         17             Getting in the door, Miss -- Debbie has came (sic)

         18   there in -- she had came (sic) there in a wheelchair and

         19   never had a problem.  No one never.

         20             We have a ramp there.  I make sure the ramp is

         21   positioned properly.  And I'm accompanying them or they are

         22   accompanied.  No.  We don't have no problems.  Never a day

         23   in 50 years I've been living in the neighborhood.  About 50

         24   years, so...
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, sir.

          2             MR. BROOKS:  Thank you, sir.

          3             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am.

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Stephanie.

          6             MS. WILKAN:  My name is Stephanie Wilkan; I'm from

          7   10th Ward; 14th Division, committee person.

          8             And I just want to state, that 72nd Avenue is a

          9   slight incline to go where they want to put the new voting

         10   place.  There is a lot of elderly people, a lot of people on

         11   canes that would not be able to make the hill on 72nd where

         12   they want to move the voting place.

         13             So, that means a lot of voters would not come out

         14   because of the walk.  A lot of elderly.

         15             Like Mr. Earl said, a lady lives two doors away,

         16   she makes it to Wright's Barber Shop.  The ramp is out there

         17   all day, all night.  We assist anyone opening the door.  The

         18   door is wide enough.  People come in.

         19             It's the older community cannot make that change.

         20   So it would be a very disservice for us voting.

         21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And let me just say this for

         23   the record.  For any of the seniors 65 and older, we have

         24   what you call the alternative ballot.  They don't have to
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          1   put their Social Security number on there.  They don't have

          2   to put the last four digits of their license on there.  They

          3   can also use that.

          4             We're going to check into what the problems are

          5   from the City.

          6             And Gary, of course, will give me the information

          7   in terms of what you may want to do in terms of the building

          8   itself, in terms of the specs and whatever has to be

          9   achieved in order to maintain that place.

         10             But you also have the alternative ballot for

         11   people 65 and older, they can -- they can fill that out as

         12   of now.  And the same ballot that is on the machine will be

         13   mailed to you so that you can vote for whatever candidate

         14   you want to vote for.

         15             Of course you also have the absentee ballot.

         16             And that is one of the ballots when people are ill

         17   or can't get to the polling place or if they're out of the

         18   City of Philadelphia they can use that as well.

         19             Of course you need your Social Security and your

         20   last four digits of your license.

         21             But, of course, that is also for people that are

         22   in the army, navy, marines, air force, army reserve and what

         23   not.

         24             So, there are some alternative to some of this.
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          1             Of course there is an agreement between the City

          2   of Philadelphia and the Justice Department.

          3             Of course they're representing the handicapped

          4   accessibility, making sure that people who have a problem

          5   with getting inside the polling place, that they want to

          6   make that polling place handicapped accessible.

          7             So, what we're here to do today is to make sure

          8   that we contact and let you know of this move, and of a

          9   polling place that may not be handicapped accessible so that

         10   we can address it.  And that's what we're doing right now.

         11             So, if you have any other questions, or as far as

         12   alternatives for seniors or handicapped or people in the

         13   community or if the polling place is moved, please, please

         14   do not hesitate to call my office.

         15             That number is 215-686-3462, or you can call down

         16   here at Delaware Avenue and get the information, or any of

         17   the other Commissioners' offices.

         18             MS. SPENCER:  I don't know if I made myself clear,

         19   what we're here to petition is having our poll moved.  We

         20   don't want it moved.

         21             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

         22             MS. SPENCER:  We understand the alternatives.

         23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

         24             MS. SPENCER:  We already know what you just said.

FF



                                                                       45

          1   We already know all about the absentee ballots and all the

          2   rest of that stuff.

          3             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

          4             MS. SPENCER:  We don't want our poll moved,

          5   period.  We want it to stay exactly where it is.

          6             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I understand that.

          7             MS. SPENCER:  Okay.  We don't want it moved.

          8             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Now, let me just say this to

          9   you.  If it is handicapped accessible --

         10             MS. SPENCER:  Yes.

         11             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  -- it will not be moved.

         12             MS. SPENCER:  Yes.

         13             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  If it doesn't meet the

         14   requirement of the Justice Department, of course it will be

         15   moved.

         16             MS. SPENCER:  Okay.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, did you also want to

         18   --

         19             MS. DENNARD:  Yes.  I am Juanita Dennard; and I

         20   live in the neighborhood, and I have been there and voting

         21   there for 32 years.

         22             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Very good.

         23             MS. DENNARD:  And the place is accessible.

         24             I have also been in construction business.  I know
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          1   that a handicapped door must be 32 inches, and also a ramp.

          2             All -- the place that we had been voting at is

          3   over what is required.

          4             It is not necessary, really, to put that -- to

          5   move it.

          6             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

          7             MS. DENNARD:  And if somebody would come out and

          8   check it for real --

          9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  We will check it.

         10             And, also, if I could ask, Ellen, what are some of

         11   the problems that the Justice Department seen with this

         12   polling place?

         13             MS. BERKOWITZ:  It was actually an independent

         14   reviewer.  And they surveyed the property and the major

         15   impediment is the triangular stoop that doesn't really

         16   accommodate a ramp.  And the threshold is pretty high.

         17             MS. FITZGERALD:  But he puts a ramp out there.  So

         18   what does he put the ramp on?

         19             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Can we -- okay.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  I think -- I know what she's trying

         21   to say.

         22             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I am not an engineer, I can't tell

         23   you --

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Even though a ramp can go on the
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          1   polling place, it doesn't meet the Department of Justice

          2   guidelines.

          3             MS. BERKOWITZ:  It is not stable because --

          4             MR. FERRIS:  And it's not stable because of the

          5   position of the step.

          6             MS. FITZGERALD:  It is not triangle, it is square.

          7   The door --

          8             MR. FERRIS:  No.  No.  No.  No.  Your step,

          9   though, is a triangle step there, the pictures.

         10             MS. SPENCER:  So can they give us what they want

         11   us to do?  Can they give us the specs and give us a chance

         12   to correct it --

         13             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Yes.

         14             MS. SPENCER:  -- like they did the other people?

         15             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Ma'am, here's the thing,

         16   you said -- Ellen, you said an independent reviewer looked

         17   at that?

         18             MS. BERKOWITZ:  There's two --

         19             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.

         20             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- surveyors --

         21             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.

         22             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- and all of them -- the entire

         23   agreement is through the Federal --

         24             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.
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          1             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- Court.

          2             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.

          3             MS. BERKOWITZ:  It is really not up to us, and we

          4   do --

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.

          6             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- understand that people want to

          7   continue voting where they're voting.

          8             It appears that the major problem is this

          9   triangular curb, I believe --

         10             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.

         11             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- that all of you have a

         12   photograph of.

         13             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  So, I think that the

         14   Commissioners had said that we were going to --

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Make a motion to take it

         16   under advisement so that we can review it further.

         17             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.

         18             MS. BERKOWITZ:  But it is our recommendation that

         19   for this election --

         20             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.

         21             MS. BERKOWITZ:  -- it be moved.

         22             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Right.  We could show

         23   you something.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you all.
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          1             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

          2             MS. SPENCER:  Can you tell us how to correct it?

          3             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Well, ma'am, we're going

          4   to get in contact with you, you know.

          5             MS. SPENCER:  Okay.

          6             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  The purpose is to get it

          7   right.

          8             MS. SPENCER:  Right.

          9             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  The purpose is to get it

         10   right.

         11             MS. SPENCER:  Okay.

         12             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  And, so, we're going to

         13   do the most -- the best way we can, all right, to get it

         14   right.  And we hope that everyone will --

         15             MS. SPENCER:  So when will someone come out?

         16             MR. FERRIS:  I will call you --

         17             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  -- and let you know.

         19             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  We will be in contact

         20   with you.

         21             MS. DENNARD:  And so somebody will also let these

         22   voters know if -- whatever the decision?

         23             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Absolutely.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Everybody that signed in I will give
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          1   a call.

          2             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Everybody that signed

          3   in.

          4             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you so much.

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

          6             MS. SPENCER:  No.  I'm still not sure.  You will

          7   get in touch with her (indicating) to let her know when you

          8   are coming out?

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  We'll let her know.

         10             MS. SPENCER:  And give us a chance to correct the

         11   problem?

         12             MR. FERRIS:  We'll let her know what can or can't

         13   be done.

         14             I'll have one of my inspectors meet with her and

         15   show her exactly what the problem is.

         16             MS. SPENCER:  Okay.  All right.

         17             MR. BROOKS:  I have placed the ramp, since I've

         18   see the overall shape of the step, the same step, in front

         19   of the step, and balanced it.  It is properly balanced

         20   tight, left side, right side.

         21             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Can you repeat that,

         22   because Ellen may not hear?

         23             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I didn't hear this.

         24             MR. BROOKS:  I have -- I have -- about the step

FF



                                                                       51

          1   being the way it is, I have taken the ramp, just checking it

          2   out, placing it in front of the step, it was perfectly,

          3   properly balanced, to make sure if someone wanted to come

          4   directly in, which ever angle they come from, I went all

          5   around the step to make sure.

          6             When someone come out -- I live around the corner,

          7   I'm there.

          8             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  You can demonstrate?

          9             MR. BROOKS:  Definitely.  No problem.

         10             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Are you Mr. Brooks?

         11             MR. BROOKS:  Earl Brooks.

         12             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I justed wanted to make sure.

         13             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         14             MR. BROOKS:  Yes, sir.

         15             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Now, Mr. Brooks, you're

         16   going to be out there; right?

         17             MR. BROOKS:  Call me.

         18             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Okay.  Just call him.

         19             All right.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The next ward and division

         21   up is the 17th Ward; 29th Division.

         22             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Mr. Williams?

         23             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The proposal for the 17th Ward

         24   is to move the polling place from 17th and Lindley, the
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          1   Logan School, to 1950 West Rockland Street, The Provision of

          2   Grace Church.

          3             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          4             There are 2 steps up and 12 steps down.

          5             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

          6             MR. WILLIAMS:  Roy Williams.

          7             I have been living in our community for the last

          8   20 years.  And we've voted in the school for the last 20

          9   years, I never heard nobody have a problem with it.

         10             And I think it is too near to election right now

         11   to move the polling station from the school to where it is

         12   going to be at now.  And a lot of people who come in don't

         13   even know about the move.  Because the sign they put up

         14   is -- they put up two signs, by the way, down the polls,

         15   somewhere up the next corridor.  Nobody didn't know.  We

         16   never really go where they put the sign up and get some

         17   company to walk and show the people.  Nobody would even know

         18   about it.

         19             So, I would suggest that you keep the polling

         20   station there for this here, because it is so near to the

         21   election.

         22             We already have problem with the voter ID, so I

         23   would suggest that we keep it there for this election.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Williams.
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          1             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Sir.

          2             MR. ROBBINS:  Rodney Robbins.  The suggested

          3   change, the location of The Provision of Grace Baptist

          4   Church is in the further southeast corner of the community.

          5             We have a lot of elderly members of our community

          6   who are able to go right around the corner to the Logan

          7   Elementary School to vote.

          8             We also have to take into consideration other --

          9   other venues where we could hold the voting.

         10             We went -- we spoke to the pastor at the Piney

         11   Hill Baptist Church, which is located directly across the

         12   street from the Logan Elementary School, and they are more

         13   than willing to open up the church to serve as a polling

         14   place for our community.

         15             So, if the polling place doesn't stay the same and

         16   stay at the Logan Elementary School, we ask that you not

         17   only consider The Provision of Grace, but you also consider

         18   other buildings in the community such as The Piney Hill

         19   Baptist Church.

         20             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         21             MR. ROBBINS:  We also have a petition from the

         22   members of the community requesting that the polling place

         23   stay the same or move to a more convenient location.

         24             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.  Thank you.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  And is the church you're talking

          2   about handicapped accessible?

          3             MR. ROBBINS:  Yes.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Do you have information we can

          5   go look at it?

          6             MR. ROBBINS:  Yes.

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Is there a possibility to look

          8   at it today or tomorrow?

          9             MR. HALL:  I can make arrangement for it.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         11             MR. HALL:  I'm not -- I got to make arrangements

         12   --

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         14             MR. HALL:  -- to open the door.

         15             But any adjustment -- my name is Fredrick Hall and

         16   I have been in the community for 45 years.

         17             Any adjustment I would gladly do it myself.  I

         18   would volunteer to do it, because I am a building.  But I

         19   would supply the material and I would do it.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  I'm going to give you my

         21   card.

         22             MR. HALL:  If I would have known about it -- if I

         23   would have known about the situation, I would never have

         24   went around getting all the petition.
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          1             The sign, I did not see it.  I just happened to

          2   look up and see one sign.  And that's when I found out.  And

          3   I went and got the petition signed and all that, statement

          4   from people that just didn't know.  Logan Hall they didn't

          5   know.  Up to Smedley Street, Banter Street, people just

          6   don't know.  And if I would have known I would have went on

          7   and done what had to be done.  If it needed a rail up, I put

          8   a rail.  If it needed anything to correct this problem,

          9   which is not much of a problem to make; you know what I

         10   mean, I would have done it.  And I would gladly do it.

         11             The thing is, it would have been good to get it

         12   done, I would have had community children to do it, young

         13   boys that I know.  It would keep them out of trouble,

         14   because they come to my house looking for work.  This is one

         15   way I could give them work.  And this way they be more

         16   experienced.  If they come to my house for work, okay,

         17   because I'm not a big builder, just a small one.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  You're representing the 29th division

         19   only?

         20             MR. HALL:  Yes.

         21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  All right.

         22             MR. HALL:  That's the only one I'm interested in.

         23             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  As soon as you get the

         24   information give me a call.
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          1             MR. HALL:  Can I give you my number?

          2             MR. FERRIS:  I gave you my card.

          3             MR. HALL:  Okay.  Call me, and right away I'll

          4   have somebody come out right away and look at it and make

          5   sure it's accessible.

          6             Can I have what the problem with Piney Grove is?

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Piney Grove?

          8             MR. HALL:  Yeah.  The church.  Piney Grove.  Right

          9   across the street.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  We haven't inspected it yet, so I

         11   won't know.

         12             MR. HALL:  Okay.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  That's what I'm saying, if you get me

         14   information for that church, I will have somebody come out

         15   and look at it right away.  And if it's good we have no

         16   problem with moving it there.

         17             MR. HALL:  Okay.  And thank you.

         18             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  And, Randy (sic), you

         19   signed; right?

         20             MR. ROBBINS:  Rodney.

         21             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  You signed --

         22             MR. ROBBINS:  Rodney Robbins, yes.

         23             Thank you.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you for your
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          1   testimony.

          2             I make a motion that we take it under advisement.

          3             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, gentlemen.

          6             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you for coming.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The next ward up is the

          8   25th Ward; 3rd Division.

          9             MR. KAISER:  Paul Kaiser for the 25th Ward; 3rd

         10   Division.

         11             We do not have any problems with moving this

         12   polling place to the senior center on Belgrade Street.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first one is the 25th

         14   Ward; 3rd Division, moving the polling place from 2424 East

         15   Allegheny Avenue, to 3068 Belgrade Street, the Port Richmond

         16   Senior Center.

         17             And there is no opposition to that request, and we

         18   would ask the Commissioners to approve this petition, for

         19   the 3rd division.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  That we approve.

         21             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  And then for the 25th Ward; 8th

         23   Division, the original application was to move the polling

         24   place from Our Lady Help of Christians, to the Jones School,
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          1   which is now called the Memphis Street Academy.

          2             However, both ward leaders would like the location

          3   to be moved to -- also to the Port Richmond Senior Center at

          4   3068 Belgrade Street.

          5             So, I would ask you to deny the original petition

          6   and okay the alternate location suggested by both ward

          7   leaders there.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Do you agree?

          9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  I agree.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  So both of those polling places will

         11   be located at the Port Richmond Senior Center at 3068

         12   Belgrade Street.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So we denied --

         14             MR. FERRIS:  So you're denying and approve the

         15   alternative.

         16             MR. KAISER:  Thank you very much.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you for coming.

         18             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  All right.  The next

         20   polling place is the 29th Ward; 16th Division, moving the

         21   polling place from 2914 West Oxford Street, a residence, to

         22   3017 West Oxford Street, the Sartain Apartments.

         23             MS. MARTIN:  Yes.  My name is Peggy Martin.

         24             I have no problem with the moving of the polling
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          1   place.  It would be a better improvement.

          2             But the problem is, that we weren't notified

          3   properly.

          4             One sign was put up on one pole up the street away

          5   from the majority of the people.  No one knew.  That is the

          6   problem.  So it seems very suspect that we weren't supposed

          7   to know.  And the sign was facing the other direction.  It

          8   wasn't even facing the majority of the houses.  So that is

          9   what my complaint is.

         10             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.

         11   How are you all doing?  Michael Youngblood.

         12             First, the ADA has approved the ramp that has been

         13   there since, I mean, since Dilworth was there, my great

         14   grandmother on down.

         15             They bring a ramp, too.  They bring the aluminum

         16   ramp, which you don't have to use because it is a ramp

         17   there.  It's been there all the times.

         18             Where all this come from, we don't know.  But you

         19   can come and check it, it's there.  And it was done by ADA

         20   before it even became popular.  And just redone it two

         21   elections ago.  Redone it.  They had it redone two elections

         22   ago.

         23             So, where all this crazy stuff come from I'd like

         24   to know so I can deal with it or you can keep it to
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          1   yourself.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The Department of

          3   Justice --

          4             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Okay.  That's it.  Say no more.

          5                       (Whereupon, there was collective

          6                       laughter.)

          7             MR. FERRIS:  But they have, you know -- even

          8   though you say you have a ramp there, they have specific

          9   guidelines where, you know --

         10             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  If it's wrong, it's their

         11   guidelines, ADA.  Miss Wascoming (phonetic), who is in

         12   charge of that division of ramps and all handicapped

         13   accessible, lives across the street.  So it is done by that.

         14   It's been done, and it's been checked.  It was done.

         15             I mean, we're talking about when Dilworth was in

         16   there.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

         18             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  It was there then.

         19             It is a 40-inch door wide.  Come on.

         20             I mean, everything there is way ahead.

         21             MR. FERRIS:  This is the door (indicating) with

         22   the step inside, this is the door that you use with the step

         23   that goes down inside, also?

         24             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Right.  That there -- that's,
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          1   like, when it is not even, you know, election.  When it is

          2   not an election.

          3             MR. FERRIS:  This is the door (indicating); right?

          4             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Yeah.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  I believe it is the height, there was

          6   a problem with the height of the door.

          7             MS. KINCAID:  It is only 29 inches.

          8             MR. FERRIS:  It was only 29-inches wide.

          9             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  It is more than that.

         10             MS. KINCAID:  They have the measurements.

         11             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Well, I'm telling you.

         12             You can get a freezer through there.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Youngblood.

         14             MS. BROWNLIE:  Hi; I'm Michelle Brownlie, also the

         15   ward chairman (sic) of the 29th Ward.

         16             We are objecting to this move because this has

         17   been a polling place for many, many years.

         18             And as the owner of the building says, it is

         19   handicapped accessible.

         20             In addition to that, the location that is going to

         21   be moved to is, number one, out of the ward.  Which that

         22   might not be a big factor, and it may be handicapped

         23   accessible.

         24             However, it is not accessible to the community.
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          1             We have several senior citizens who vote and are

          2   used to going to the location it currently is.

          3             Now, if it has to be changed, we would ask you to

          4   respectfully consider not changing it this election because

          5   of many of the things that you heard earlier, the voter ID,

          6   which is causing confusion and those kinds of things.

          7             So, we would ask, and this is a Presidential

          8   Election, we would ask, if there has to be a move, that we

          9   can delay it until the next election where it won't be so

         10   hectic and the voter ID will have been solved and all these

         11   other issues surrounding the moves.

         12             So, we ask that you respectfully leave it here at

         13   least for this election.

         14             They did say it is handicapped accessible, and we

         15   have voted there for I know 37 years.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         17             MR. WILKERSON:  I'm Curtis Wilkerson from the 29th

         18   Ward; 16th Division.

         19             I have been there, you know, like they say, I have

         20   been voting there for the last decade.  My family been

         21   voting there since, you know -- I would say my family have

         22   been voting there for, you know, for the longest.

         23             To my knowledge there has never been a complaint

         24   by, you know, a senior or anybody that's disabled.
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          1             I would pose this question, you know, how long has

          2   these guidelines been, you know, put towards voting places?

          3   And, you know, I am pretty sure that the building has not

          4   changed or the structure has not changed since then, so why

          5   is it so pertinent or important to change it right now?  If

          6   you have been dealing with it for the last ten years, why

          7   couldn't you deal with it another three months?

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I believe that the

          9   agreement with the Department of Justice was in 2009 --

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- is that right?

         12             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Yes.  The agreement has been in

         13   place for some time.

         14             But --

         15             MR. WILKERSON:  How many elections has there been

         16   since then?

         17             MS. BERKOWITZ:  I guess it is about 12 doing the

         18   math.  Maybe not 12.

         19             But in any event, as you might imagine, the way

         20   voting is set up in Philadelphia, there are dozens and

         21   dozens and dozens of locations that have --

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Hundreds.

         23             MS. BERKOWITZ:  Right.

         24             -- that had to be modified or moved in order to
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          1   accommodate the law.

          2             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  Well, to save you time, money and

          3   effort, all you got to do is come out.  You don't.

          4             MS. BROWNLIE:  See, we are not actually objecting

          5   to the move, we are objecting to the move at this time.

          6             We have had other polling places moved, and we

          7   have not -- this is my first time down here.  I have been a

          8   ward chairman (sic) for the last ten years.  I am here on

          9   behalf of the ward leaders.

         10             So, before I have -- before it came into effect,

         11   before this agreement came into effect, we were here.  We

         12   have never come down here to ask for a polling place not to

         13   be moved at this juncture.

         14             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Got it.

         15             MS. BROWNLIE:  We're asking right now that this

         16   polling place, if it has to be moved, to please consider it

         17   being moved the next election because of all the ambiguity

         18   that's going around about the election, the voter ID, our

         19   senior citizens being disenfranchised, and several other

         20   factors that I don't intend -- I don't want to speak of

         21   right now.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  What seems to be the main

         24   problem?
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          1             MS. BERKOWITZ:  The height of the door, there's a

          2   step up, and the doorway is also too narrow.  It says

          3   inaccessible door hardware, which is something that is

          4   presumably being fixed, the inaccessible door hardware.

          5             But there is a step down that is a big step down.

          6             MR. WILKERSON:  It is not a big step down.

          7             MR. YOUNGBLOOD:  When you -- when you put the

          8   aluminum ramps there, you have to have an empty spot.

          9             The last two elections we removed that and put a

         10   permanent instead of removing the ramp that's there.

         11             I spent the money to have it permanently put there

         12   so that at night they wouldn't have to remove it.

         13             I mean, it cost me more than it is even worth the

         14   headache.  I mean, come on.

         15             A wheelchair goes through there; what more do you

         16   want?

         17             It goes down.  It goes up.  People wheelchair

         18   themselves down; they wheelchair themselves up.  They can go

         19   through the door and turn that way and turn that way

         20   (indicating).

         21             The door opens out.  The door doesn't open in.

         22   The door is 42, she is saying 29.  It is the largest door

         23   you can get.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Given the testimony, I make
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          1   the motion to take the matter under advisement.

          2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you for your

          4   testimony.

          5             MS. BROWNLIE:  Thank you, Commissioners.

          6             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, are you here to

          8   testify?

          9             MR. FERRIS:  She is an observer from the

         10   University of Penn.

         11             Do you want to state your name for the record and

         12   say who you're with so that they know you were here?

         13             MS. LAVERY:  Okay.  Sure.  I'm Gina Lavery from

         14   the University of Pennsylvania here for the 27th, just to

         15   give three polling place change requests, and checking there

         16   wasn't any.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  I'll do that right now while you are

         18   here, okay --

         19             MS. LAVERY:  Okay.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  -- since there is no opposition.

         21             And that is for the 27th Ward; 5th Division,

         22   moving the polling place from the Woodland Presbyterian

         23   Church, 401 South 42nd Street, to the Civic House at

         24   University of Pennsylvania, 3914 Locust Walk.
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          1             And there is no opposition on either side or from

          2   the campus, so we're asking to make the motion that the

          3   Commissioners approve the change.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I motion that we approve.

          5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

          6                       (Whereupon, documents signed by

          7                       the Commissioners.)

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So that has been changed.

          9             And the other two you had questioned, 27;18 and

         10   19?

         11             MS. LAVERY:  Right.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Since they were refusals, they're

         13   just automatically moved into the new places that we had.

         14             MS. LAVERY:  Okay.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  So, all three at the campus are all

         16   set to go now.

         17             MS. LAVERY:  Okay.  Thank you.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Thanks for coming.

         19             Anybody else here to testify?

         20                       (Whereupon, there was no

         21                       response.)

         22             MR. FERRIS:  So, we're going to go out and looking

         23   at 11;4, 11;13 and 29;16 and also 10;14, Wrights Barber

         24   Shop.
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          1             All right.  So, we're going to start with the 2nd

          2   Ward; 17th Division, moving the polling place from 719

          3   Catherine Street, the Fleisher Art Memorial, to 9th and

          4   Bainbridge, the Palumbo Rec Center.

          5             Since the petitions were submitted and the signs

          6   were hung the site was revisited by the City Commissioners'

          7   Office and we found a way in by using a ramp, so we would

          8   ask that the polling place remain at the current location

          9   and for you to deny this petition.  So that will stay where

         10   it is.

         11             Also for 2;24, same scenario, moving it from 719

         12   Catherine to 9th and Bainbridge.

         13             The current location is still handicapped

         14   accessible, so I would ask you to deny that petition and let

         15   it remain.

         16                       (Whereupon, Commissioners

         17                       signing documents.)

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 13th

         19   Ward; 16th Division, the 17th Division and the 22nd

         20   Division, were all being moved from 1717 Hunting Park

         21   Avenue, Gratz High School, to 1648 West Hunting Park Avenue,

         22   the Triumph Baptist Church.

         23             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         24             The request was from the Department of Justice.
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          1             And there was no opposition to these three

          2   petitions, so I am going to ask you to approve these three

          3   petitions.

          4             The next one is for the 17th Ward; 24th Division

          5   and the 25th Division, moving it from the Logan School at

          6   17th and Lindley, to the Provision of Grace Church at 1950

          7   West Rockland Street.

          8             And there was no opposition to these two.

          9             Okay.  The 22nd Ward; 27th Division, and the 22nd

         10   Ward; 29th Division, the proposal was to move the polling

         11   place from the True Light Church at 6400 Ardleigh Street, to

         12   the AB Day School at Johnson and Crittenden Streets.

         13             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         14             And the request was from the Department of

         15   Justice.

         16             And there is no opposition on either side for

         17   these two, so I would ask you to approve those two

         18   petitions.

         19             The next one, the 23rd Ward; 1st Division and the

         20   2nd Division.  The 1st division and the 2nd division was a

         21   request to move it from Liberty Services at 4211 Leiper

         22   Street into the PAL Center at 4253 Frankford Avenue.

         23             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         24             From the Department of Justice.
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          1             And there is no opposition to 23;1 and 23;2,

          2   moving them into that location.

          3             However, for the 23rd Ward; 3rd Division, the

          4   original request was to move the polling place from 4211

          5   Leiper Street to the Simpson Rec Center at Large and Arrott

          6   Streets.

          7             We had changed it, that ward leader request to

          8   move it to the PAL Center.

          9             However, the PAL Center does not have room for

         10   that third division, so the ward leaders agreed to have it

         11   go back to the Simpson Rec Center.

         12             So we are actually asking you to okay the original

         13   petition.  So we are just approving the original

         14   application.

         15             The next one is the 26th Ward; 10th Division,

         16   moving the polling place from 18th and Snyder, the Girard

         17   School, to 16th and Jackson Streets, the Guerin Rec Center.

         18             There is no opposition to this request, so we're

         19   asking you to approve this one.

         20             The next one is the 28th Ward; 7th Division,

         21   moving the polling place from 28th and Dauphin, the Wright

         22   School, to 26 and York Streets, the firehouse.

         23             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         24             And the request was from the ward leader.
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          1             And there is no opposition to that request;

          2   correct?

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Correct.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  The next request is for the 32nd

          5   Ward; 29th Division, moving the polling place from the

          6   William Dick School to the Hank Gather Rec Center.

          7             The ward leader has requested that he could not

          8   make today's hearing, but has requested that we take this

          9   under advisement.

         10             He has talked with somebody about getting a

         11   different polling place, so I would like to take 32;29 under

         12   advisement and hold this for a week until he gets back to

         13   me.

         14             Okay.  32;31, the request is to move it from 20th

         15   and Oxford, the Kelley School, to 3017 West Oxford Street,

         16   the Sartain Apartments.

         17             This would move the voting place back into the

         18   division.

         19             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition on this one.

         21             The next one is the 33rd Ward; 4th Division,

         22   moving the polling place from Holy Innocence Church Rectory

         23   at 4200 Glendale Street to the Juniata Youth Club at Cayuga

         24   and Howland Streets.
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          1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          2             From the Department of Justice.

          3             And there is no opposition to this request.

          4             The next one is for 33;20, moving the polling

          5   place from H and Tioga to J and Tioga.

          6             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          7             And this was actually a request from the ward

          8   leader to move this back.

          9             And there is no opposition to that request.

         10             The next one is for 33;21, moving the polling

         11   place from J and Tioga to H and Tioga.

         12             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         13             The request is from the ward leader.

         14             And there is no opposition to this request.

         15             The next one is the 34th Ward; 4th Division, the

         16   request is to move the polling place from the beauty shop at

         17   6135 Callowhill Street to 6131 Vine Street, the storefront.

         18             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         19             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition to this request.

         21             The next one is for the 36th Ward; 8th Division,

         22   moving the polling place from Saint James Church, 1338 South

         23   20th Street to the Wilson Funeral Home at 1410 South 20th

         24   Street.
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          1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          2             From the Department of Justice.

          3             And there is no opposition to this request.

          4             The next one is for the 36th Ward; 10th Division,

          5   moving the polling place from 1500 South 19th Street,

          6   Porter's Funeral Home, to 1410 South 20th Street, the Wilson

          7   Funeral Home.

          8             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          9             From the Department of Justice.

         10             And there is no opposition to that request.

         11             The 37th Ward; 3rd Division, the request is to

         12   move the polling place from Vision of Missions at 2319 North

         13   11th Street to 2411 North 11th Street, the Fairhill

         14   Apartments Community Center.

         15             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         16             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         17             And there is no opposition to this request.

         18             Okay.  They are the ones that were to be held this

         19   morning.  The rest is for this afternoon.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Ferris, for

         21   doing an amazing job.

         22                       (Whereupon, a brief recess was

         23                       taken.)

         24                       (Whereupon, the afternoon
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          1                       session began at approximately

          2                       1:05 p.m.)

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Good afternoon.

          4                       (Whereupon, there was a

          5                       collective response.)

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  My name is Al Schmidt; I am

          7   a City Commissioner.  I'm here with City Commissioner

          8   Anthony Clark and Dennis Lee, who is the chief deputy

          9   commissioner to Chairwoman Singer.

         10             The Chairwoman can't be here today.  She had a

         11   conflict.

         12             We're going to start going through the wards by

         13   the order in which people signed in.

         14             We're going to begin with the 38th Ward; 5th and

         15   21st Divisions.

         16             Oh, Mr. Aversa from the Law Department --

         17             MR. AVERSA:  The City Solicitor's Office.

         18             Just by way of explanation is, that most of the

         19   relocations that are going to be addressed this afternoon

         20   are recommendations to the polling place from a handicapped

         21   inaccessible location to an accessible location.  And that

         22   is something that the City is obligated to do pursuant to an

         23   agreement that we have with the United States Department of

         24   Justice and the plaintiffs in that case.
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          1             There was a class action lawsuit that was brought

          2   a few years back.

          3             And that agreement was an agreement approved by

          4   the United States District Court judge, and we're all

          5   subject to that agreement today.

          6             MR. VOIGT:  Any final determination by the

          7   Commission, you have the right to appeal to the Court of

          8   Common Pleas.  And consult an attorney before you consider

          9   your appellate rights.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Mr. Green.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first change is for the

         12   38th Ward; 5th Division, moving the polling place from 2900

         13   North 25th Street, the storefront, to 27th and Clearfield

         14   Streets, the Whittier School.

         15             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         16             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir, would you please state

         18   your name.

         19             MR. GREEN:  Mark Green.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And state your --

         21             MR. GREEN:  Thirty-eighth Ward.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And your reason for being

         23   here?

         24             MR. GREEN:  We really don't want the polling place
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          1   to be relocated at all, for the 5th division and the 21st.

          2             Reason being -- can I have the Court's indulgence;

          3   I would like to say a few things about that.

          4             I live in the City of Philadelphia, as we are all

          5   residents of the City of Philadelphia.  And understanding

          6   the City's commitment to handicapped accessibility, the City

          7   of Philadelphia was built over the last 2; 300 years.  And

          8   it wasn't built to be handicapped accessible.

          9             The only things that are accessible for

         10   handicapped in this city of Philadelphia presently are the

         11   curb cuts that were put in over the last 10 or 20 years and

         12   handicapped ramps basically on churches and some schools.

         13   The rest of the city is just not handicapped accessible.

         14             They're trying to move my polling places, the 5th

         15   division and the 21st division to the Whittier School.

         16   Presently we have two divisions there already.

         17             To put two more divisions in a school where you'll

         18   have four, it will cause chaos, confusion, you're making

         19   people walk additional blocks.  And most, as I'm sure all of

         20   us know, most of the voters in the city, a large percentage

         21   of voters in the city, are senior citizens.

         22             So, you're asking them to bypass climbing two

         23   steps to walk four blocks.  It is a hardship for a lot of

         24   people.  That's not making it handicapped accessible.
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          1             You're making a senior citizen walk out of their

          2   division just about into another location.

          3             That would cause chaos, total confusion as we all

          4   anticipate large crowds at the polling places on Election

          5   Day.  It's always a big turnout for a Presidential Election.

          6   You're going to have long lines, it would be crowded, it

          7   will cause chaos and confusion for the judges of elections.

          8             It's just not -- doesn't make a lot of sense to me

          9   and nobody else, too many other people.

         10             The 5th division, the guys are trying to make the

         11   location handicapped accessible as opposed to -- as opposed

         12   to us coming through the front door we'll come through the

         13   side door.

         14             Hopefully Mr. Ferris -- I think he went to check

         15   that out or send somebody to investigate that.  Hopefully we

         16   can have that done before Election Day and use that

         17   side-door entrance at the 5th.  And that should alleviate

         18   the problem of handicapped accessibility at that location.

         19             At the 21st division they're asking for a ramp.

         20   The senior citizens, they seem to ambulate that ramp or

         21   those two steps to get in there to vote.

         22             If you move my polling places to Whittier School,

         23   I'm losing votes.

         24             Over the last month we had two voter education

FF



                                                                       78

          1   campaigns.

          2             We had one in East Falls section of the ward, at

          3   the Rite Aid.  We stayed out there the Saturday afternoon.

          4   We pulled in votes.  That was a couple of weeks ago.  Last

          5   weekend we have another voter education registration

          6   campaign at 28th and Allegheny, where we brought in more

          7   registration forms, passed out absentee ballots.

          8             I'm trying to bring in votes, not lose votes.

          9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Green.

         10             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  So, Mr. Green, 38;5

         11   you're working on another entrance?

         12             MR. GREEN:  Yes, sir.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  I can address that.

         14             We did send someone out yesterday.

         15             This side entrance (indicating) you're talking

         16   about with the double doors and the padlock?

         17             MR. GREEN:  Um-hum.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  The problem with that is, the step

         19   runs from eight-inches high to ten-inches high running down

         20   on a slope, which would require you to build a ramp with

         21   handrails.  And it would be at least ten-feet long covering

         22   the entire sidewalk.

         23             So, right now that doesn't look feasible.

         24             MR. GREEN:  At all?

FF



                                                                       79

          1             MR. FERRIS:  At all for that entrance.

          2             So, we're back to the original entrance with two

          3   steps.

          4             MR. GREEN:  So, again I say, the two steps as

          5   opposed to ambulating the two steps as a senior citizen.

          6             I think that I can ambulate two steps.  I'm 60

          7   years old myself, I can -- I can do two steps.  To walk four

          8   or five blocks may be a little more of a hardship for me

          9   than to ambulate two steps.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Green.

         11             I would motion that we take this under advisement.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So, 38;5 and 38;21 will be

         13   taken under advisement by the Commissioners.

         14             Once a decision is made, I will contact whoever is

         15   written on the sheet with the phone number.

         16             MR. GREEN:  Thank you.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you.

         18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Let me say -- let me say one

         19   thing.  Was this other location recommended by you in terms

         20   of, if you can't have this present location, was the other

         21   location recommended by you?

         22             MR. GREEN:  No.  Not at all.

         23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Well, you can make a

         24   recommendation.
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          1             MR. GREEN:  If we can find an alternative site

          2   within the ward we would.

          3             It's the closest polling place for us would be

          4   Berean Church.

          5             We know that's not handicapped accessible.

          6             They have steps that go upstairs into the chapel

          7   and steps that go downstairs into the community room.  And

          8   that would be the best location.

          9             When you go around, hope you don't think that I am

         10   the only one subjected to this, there is not that many

         11   feasible locations within a ward or a division that you can

         12   use as a polling place.

         13             Most of the corner stores are occupied by the

         14   Latino community that they have stores in or the Dominicans

         15   have stores in it or that corner store has been demolished

         16   and is a vacant lot.  There is not that many ground-level

         17   locations that can be utilized as a polling place.  There's

         18   just not.

         19             I mean, you can survey about any part of the city

         20   in any ward or any division, there is not that many feasible

         21   locations based on the fact that the City of Philadelphia

         22   was built over the last 2; 300 years.  It's just not

         23   handicapped accessible.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Green.
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          1             Next up is the 50th Ward; 16th Division.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The 50th Ward; 16th Division,

          3   the request is to move the polling place from 2169 74th

          4   Avenue, Saint Peter's Church, to 76th and Ogontz Avenue, the

          5   firehouse.

          6             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          7             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

          8             As we heard in earlier testimony, Saint Peter's

          9   has, like, eight steps down.  And there was testimony given

         10   from the pastor on this as this was also a site for the 10th

         11   Ward, also.

         12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Good afternoon again,

         13   pastor.

         14             PASTOR BOND:  Good afternoon.

         15             MS. EVANS:  Good day all.

         16             Thank you for the opportunity to be before you

         17   today to express my concerns on behalf of the voters at the

         18   50th Ward; 16th Division, which includes the 7500 block of

         19   Walnut Lane, where I reside.

         20             I would like to first say, that on behalf of

         21   myself and my neighbors that seem to be impacted by this

         22   proposed change, we do not feel we were given ample notice

         23   with regards to this hearing.

         24             Thus, we were at a disadvantage when it came to us
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          1   organizing so that we could present our concerns as a group

          2   in a planned structure and organized manner.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, may I interrupt just

          4   for one moment; would you state your name?

          5             MS. EVANS:  Terri Ruffen.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.  Sorry.

          7             MS. EVANS:  Oh, no.  Let me state my voter's name,

          8   Terri Evans.

          9                       (Whereupon, there was collective

         10                       laughter.)

         11             MS. EVANS:  We just wanted you all to know that

         12   the signs were posted late last week on a rainy day.  And

         13   subsequently they ended up down on the ground and the wind

         14   then blew them away.

         15             So, my neighbors wanted me to make sure that I

         16   expressed that concern to you all.

         17             At this time we would like to express our position

         18   to the proposed movement of our voting location from Saint

         19   Peter's at 74th and Briar Road.

         20             This has been a stable location for many of the

         21   voters for more than 30 years.

         22             I, myself, have voted there since 1986.

         23             You have to give me a moment because I didn't have

         24   a lot of time to prepare.
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          1             The timing of this proposed move will create a

          2   hardship because many of the voters are long-time residents

          3   who are now seniors and very familiar with where they need

          4   to go to cast their vote.  For some, this change would add

          5   to the hardship that they are experiencing of also trying to

          6   obtain proper ID so that they can continue, I repeat,

          7   continue to exercise their right to vote.

          8             Furthermore, the implementation of this proposed

          9   change at this late date does not provide ample time to get

         10   voters reacclimated to the new location.

         11             It is my understanding that there is federal

         12   mandates indicating that polling places should be made

         13   handicapped accessible.  We are not opposed to the mandate.

         14             However, we are opposed to the process of how this

         15   compliance is unfolding and the resolutions being

         16   considered.

         17             As a member of the group that I am under the

         18   impression this change is intended to accommodate, because

         19   I, myself, personally am disabled.  This is an actuality

         20   creating a greater hardship as opposed to a reasonable

         21   accommodation.

         22             First, the proposed location is further away, thus

         23   creating a greater need for transporting.

         24             Secondly, if walking, one must walk a longer
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          1   distance in order to cross the street safely.  If one walks

          2   the shorter route, there are no traffic signals, and you

          3   must cross a major street, therefore creating a potentially

          4   dangerous situation that could result in someone being hit

          5   by a motor vehicle.

          6             It has been my experience, that in the many

          7   instances the haste that has been taken to come in

          8   compliance with the American Disability Act has resulted in

          9   accommodations that are anything but reasonable.

         10             To name a few, Braille on drive-up ATMs, curb cuts

         11   that put walkers and wheelchair-bound individuals in the

         12   street with oncoming traffic, and ramps that are so long

         13   and/or steep that disabled people like myself, choose to

         14   struggle with the steps as opposed to using the

         15   accommodations.

         16             We would propose that our voting place remain the

         17   same and steps be taken to see if a reasonable

         18   accommodation, such as a ramp or other modification, can be

         19   provided or made.

         20             We also feel that input from the folks who would

         21   benefit from this accommodation should be solicited.

         22             As a member of the disabled population, I

         23   respectfully request that we pause for a moment when we see

         24   the word disability, then place less empathesis on the "dis"
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          1   and more empathesis on the "ability" of this class of folks,

          2   including myself, to actively engage in all aspects of the

          3   voting process, including the implementation of provisions

          4   with regards to the American Disability Act and reasonable

          5   accommodations so that the end result will be inclusive and

          6   truly represented of the we, the people, that our preamble

          7   states.

          8             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you so much.

          9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Let me just say, I want to

         10   put on the record, that the 50th ward leader, who is Marion

         11   Tasco, also supports the individuals that are here today.

         12             We're going to take another look at this, of

         13   course, and take it under advisement and have it reinspected

         14   and see what we can do about it, if any --

         15             MS. EVANS:  Thank you so much.

         16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  -- within the law.

         17             MS. EVANS:  Yes.  Thank you so much.

         18             MR. AVERSA:  We just want to place on the record,

         19   that the basis for the handicapped inaccessibility for this

         20   particular location is the fact that there are two sets of

         21   steps leading into the voting place.  There is one from the

         22   outside going down four steps to the doorway, and then once

         23   going through the doorway an additional set of four steps,

         24   neither of which could be made accessible on a temporary
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          1   basis.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Is that the 27th division,

          3   or the --

          4             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  No.  The 16th.

          5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Oh, the 16th.

          6             MR. AVERSA:  And for that reason the

          7   recommendation was made to relocate this polling place to

          8   another location that is, in fact, handicapped accessible.

          9             PASTOR BOND:  When you say on a temporary basis,

         10   that, that can't be -- a temporary ramp can't be put in

         11   there?

         12             MR. AVERSA:  Not in this particular location.

         13             Some locations we were able to install a temporary

         14   ramp to make it accessible for that day.

         15             But that's typically a location where we have one

         16   or two steps that aren't -- or two steps if we have

         17   sufficient, you know -- but here with the four steps here,

         18   that's way outside the limit that we would consider for a

         19   ramp.

         20             PASTOR BOND:  Of course, based on this company

         21   that came in and looked at it and talked about --

         22             MR. AVERSA:  From the Briar Road entrance?

         23             PASTOR BOND:  From -- well -- and even from the

         24   74th Avenue talked about proposed -- that there would be a
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          1   way to do that, to put a temporary ramp in at great expense.

          2   

          3             MR. AVERSA:  Well, we had -- there where

          4   architects who went out then and evaluated this location.

          5   This was DOJ or Campbell Thomas.  They went out and they

          6   applied the handicapped accessibility guidelines under the

          7   ADA --

          8             PASTOR BOND:  Which is what he is well aware of as

          9   well.

         10             MR. AVERSA:  Right.  That the conditions of those

         11   steps were outside the limits of what we can do for a

         12   temporary modification on that in terms of ramps that we

         13   could put in.

         14             PASTOR BOND:  Well, I would tend to disagree based

         15   on what somebody whose -- that's their job and their

         16   business, and they're well aware of the requirements and

         17   stuff, what he is saying, so...

         18             MR. FERRIS:  I don't have my copy of the letter,

         19   but I think in the letter it says, even though they could

         20   put a ramp in, it wouldn't be ADA compliant.

         21             PASTOR BOND:  Just by maybe, what; two inches?

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

         23             But, I mean, there are --

         24             PASTOR BOND:  Two inches?
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  Unfortunately they are the guidelines

          2   we have --

          3             PASTOR BOND:  Jesus.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  -- to follow with the Department of

          5   Justice.

          6             PASTOR BOND:  Two inches?  Two inches is enough to

          7   kick aside the spirit of a community where people gather

          8   together with their neighbors and stuff once or twice a year

          9   and support and encourage and have a -- feel safe in a

         10   place, you know, that is kicked to the side for two inches?

         11   That's not right.

         12             The Justice Department needs to look at that and

         13   look at their hearts and stuff and reconsider what that does

         14   in terms of a community's spirit, and how people -- how

         15   people value a place where they can gather together in

         16   safety and feeling that this is family.  I am part of

         17   something that -- the way I'm valued, when I'm recognized

         18   and people know my name when I come in the door.

         19             If that counts for nothing, then what --

         20             MR. AVERSA:  Ma'am, those are all legitimate

         21   concerns, and we don't minimize those concerns in any way.

         22             However, we do have an agreement that we're

         23   operating under --

         24             PASTOR BOND:  I understand.
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          1             MR. AVERSA:  -- and obligates us to apply those

          2   guidelines.

          3             PASTOR BOND:  And as a pastor I would hope that

          4   you would carry what I'm saying back to the people that you

          5   work with, you know.

          6             Sometimes I get mad on the phone, I'm going off,

          7   but I'm -- with people, with bill collectors that they're

          8   calling and calling and pressing and harassing and stuff.

          9   And they know, they know sometimes, you know, what you are

         10   saying is not right.

         11             But you don't have the courage to speak to your

         12   superiors or to speak to the one on behalf of ordinary,

         13   poor, struggling, working folks.

         14             That's all I got.

         15             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, Pastor.

         16             REVEREND BOND:  Reverend Neil Bond.  I've been a

         17   co-paster with Gwen for 23 years at that site.

         18             And it is true, we are not accessible.  You have

         19   four steps, a landing, four steps.

         20             My only question is, I know that there is an

         21   agreement with the Justice Department and the City to help

         22   people vote, but is there an agreement with the City and the

         23   voters to help people vote?

         24             With the last election we had about 1200 people
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          1   vote there, two polling places.  And now they're both being

          2   scattered to two different sites.

          3             One is going in a small barber shop.

          4             I question if that holds two voting machines and a

          5   table for the poll workers.

          6             They only have to walk a bunch of blocks up to a

          7   fire station.

          8             Some said they won't go up there because there is

          9   too much shooting and it is unsafe.

         10             Sometimes when we have community meetings, if

         11   Dwight Evans wants to have a community meeting, we're

         12   accessible.  If Sherrell Parker wants to have a community

         13   meeting, we're accessible.  When there's shootings and the

         14   police want to have a community relations meeting, we're

         15   accessible.  And all of a sudden that's not a concern

         16   whether you can get in or out of the building.

         17             The last election we had about 1200 people vote.

         18   One person came in a wheelchair, and she was carried in.

         19   Carried in.  They carried -- physically carried the

         20   wheelchair in.

         21             She said that she wanted to be there to vote.  She

         22   knows that the law allows you to vote at home absentee.  She

         23   wanted to be carried in there so that her vote meant

         24   something to her that time.
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          1             We have other members in our church who are in

          2   wheelchairs who vote by absentee ballot.

          3             But I question sometime, in doing one thing --

          4   it's like with schools sometimes.  One kid is allergic to

          5   peanuts, and then they ban peanut butter from the entire

          6   school at lunchtime.

          7             And I'm wondering, is that justice?  Is it?

          8             Maybe to poll -- maybe to poll the voters in an

          9   area and see how many people there are in wheelchairs; how

         10   many people want to move the polling -- give them access to

         11   the ballot.

         12             MS. EVANS:  I have two points that I'm going to

         13   try to give clarity on.

         14             Is there a timeframe?  Because I notice that all

         15   of a sudden, not that I need them now because I've learned

         16   how to cross the street by falling on my face and getting

         17   up, but the curb cuts are now popping up.  Is there a

         18   timeframe in which we have to come in compliance, or have we

         19   let the clock run out and we have to come in compliance

         20   right at this moment?

         21             Does this compliance have to occur by this

         22   election?

         23             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.  The way the agreement was set

         24   up, we're doing it on a rolling basis.
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          1             We don't have to implement everything citywide.

          2             Over the past several elections we've been

          3   implementing it with a certain number of polling places at a

          4   time, so...

          5             MS. EVANS:  Does our polling place have to be in

          6   this bunch; that's what I am asking?

          7             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

          8             MS. EVANS:  Do we have to be in this bunch right

          9   here?

         10             MR. AVERSA:  Well, in this time, yes.

         11             MS. EVANS:  So that we can have time to go back

         12   and take a look?

         13             We didn't even know that we were -- that our

         14   polling place was on the chopping block to be moved; do you

         15   see what I'm saying?

         16             We found this out, like, four days, four or five

         17   days ago.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, Commissioner Clark

         19   has moved that we take the matter under advisement so that

         20   we have the opportunity to take a closer look.

         21             MS. EVANS:  Okay.  And the only other thing I want

         22   to say and that's it.  I understand there's measurements

         23   that we have to come in compliance with.

         24             However, when it comes to the food and the drug
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          1   administration you're allowed to have X amount of rats and

          2   mice stuff in your food and still pass; is there a range,

          3   I'm just asking, is there a range --

          4             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  No.  You're good.  You

          5   are really good.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          7             PASTOR BOND:  And thank you so much for your time.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The next ward up is the

          9   39th Ward; 33rd and 41st Divisions.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Is anybody here from 50;27?

         11                       (Whereupon, there was no

         12                       response.)

         13             MR. FERRIS:  No.  Okay.

         14             MS. PAUCIELLO:  My name is Rosanne Pauciello; and

         15   I am the ward leader of 39;33.

         16             And you guys are killing me with these changes.

         17             Every time I -- you're saying it's a rolling

         18   thing, I feel like my ward has had many changes already.

         19             This time there have been two that are proposed,

         20   and I am only fighting one because, any one that I have ever

         21   fought here has been denied.  And I am taking out a piece of

         22   paper because, as you know, the 39th Ward statistically has

         23   the eldest population in the city.  And I am one of those,

         24   so I have to write notes and wear glasses.
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          1             For the 39;33, Carla can agree with me, it runs

          2   from 10th to 11th, from Porter to Oregon Avenue.

          3             The furthest anyone would have to walk, and that's

          4   from the far corner of the division, would be two blocks.

          5             Moving it to 9th and Johnson would mean that they

          6   would have to walk five blocks.

          7             Now, that's a big change, I think, for senior

          8   citizens.

          9             I can walk two blocks.  I have a back problem.  I

         10   can't walk five blocks.

         11             For those of us -- also, Carla can verify this,

         12   also.  I'm going to give you a little South Philadelphia

         13   senior citizen education.

         14             My father moved his car one day a week.  And when

         15   he came back, if the space in front of the house wasn't

         16   there he sat on the step and waited for people to move there

         17   car so his car could be closer to the house; am I right?

         18             They're not going to use their cars to go vote.

         19   That is not urgent.  Going to the Acme, as they say, may be

         20   it, but voting, no.

         21             And, also, in this particular instance, the other

         22   one is also being moved to 9th and Johnson.  And actually it

         23   is past Johnson towards Bigler Street.

         24             But that one they do not have -- I'm not fighting
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          1   that because they don't have to cross Oregon Avenue.

          2             And I have a deep concern about that situation,

          3   that people from 11th, 10th and Porter, 11th and Porter,

          4   have to walk there and cross Oregon Avenue, which, you all

          5   know, is a very busy intersection.

          6             So, considering that, and consider the fact that

          7   you're already moving another one of my divisions that I am

          8   not fighting, I wish that you would give some consideration

          9   to letting this one go.

         10             The people -- I didn't get any calls from the

         11   other division, but from this division I did indeed from the

         12   signs hanging.

         13             And the board members, a couple of them called me,

         14   and they said that it is two steps into a daycare, that

         15   previously they were told that they were going to get a

         16   ramp.

         17             I don't know about this personally, I'm just

         18   telling you what my board members told me, that they were

         19   supposed to get a ramp and that would help that situation

         20   for that location.  And that location has been there for

         21   many moons.  I mean, it's there forever they have been

         22   voting out of there.  So all the neighbors know where to go

         23   at this point.

         24             So, I don't know whether or not that's a
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          1   possibility with the ramp, but I think that if it is at all

          2   feasible, I would appreciate that being done instead of this

          3   being moved.

          4             Especially, I have to repeat myself to crossing

          5   Oregon Avenue, I am really unhappy about that situation,

          6   so...

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would motion that we take

          8   these two polling place changes under advisement.

          9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.

         10             MS. PAUCIELLO:  I would appreciate that.

         11             Thank you very much.

         12             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Miss Pauciello.

         14             MS. PAUCIELLO:  Okie dokie.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Next up is the 43rd Ward;

         16   8th Division.

         17             MS. GIVENS:  Hi; my name is Yvette Givens.

         18             I'm all for it.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, would you state your

         20   name?

         21             MS. GIVENS:  I did.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I'm sorry.

         23             MS. GIVENS:  Yvette Givens.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I apologize.
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          1             MS. GIVENS:  I'm all for it because, where we are

          2   at now, at the church, we have to come in and go down, like,

          3   18, 16 steps.

          4             And what is that, 7th Street; right?  They are

          5   going to move it to 10th Street?

          6             MR. FERRIS:  The 8th was -- 43;8?

          7             MS. GIVENS:  You're going to move it to 10th

          8   Street?

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  10th and Pike, the New Lenfest

         10   Center.

         11             MS. GIVENS:  That would be fine.  I like that.

         12   And I think everybody else would adjust to it, too.

         13             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And I would motion that

         15   we --

         16             MR. FERRIS:  That request was to move the 43rd

         17   Ward; 8th Division from 801 West Luzerne Street, the Word

         18   Alive Worship Center, to 10th and Pike Streets, the Lenfest

         19   Center.

         20             And the reason is handicapped accessibility,

         21   coming out of a church that has 11 steps down, into a brand

         22   new Lenfest Center built handicapped accessible building.

         23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  All right.  We will approve

         24   that now.
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          1             MS. GIVENS:  Yes.  Thank you.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

          3             MS. GIVENS:  You're welcome.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Next is the 48th Ward; 18th

          5   Division.

          6             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  Good afternoon.  My name is

          7   Albert C. Littlepage, Junior.  It's spelled,

          8   L-I-T-T-L-E-P-A-G-E, one word.

          9             I am here representing -- I am the committee

         10   person of the ward, the 48th Ward; 18th Division.

         11             I am here to discuss the removal of just the 18th

         12   division, not the 14th division, to the hospital on Broad

         13   Street.

         14             The one thing that I wanted to make known is, that

         15   I keep hearing about the agreement between the City and the

         16   government.

         17             Well, when I had the handicapped ramp built on my

         18   property I had blueprints drawn up.  I submitted them to the

         19   City, and the City oversaw the implementation of my

         20   handicapped ramp.

         21             So, once it was done, someone from L and I came

         22   out and inspected my ramp, approved my ramp, and at that

         23   point we were able to open up our business.  Because my wife

         24   and I run a daycare out of that particular facility.
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          1             Now, it was quite a surprise to me that the

          2   government and the City had different regulations to a

          3   handicapped ramp.

          4             But I submit to you that I, Al Littlepage, doesn't

          5   know what the specifications of a handicapped ramp is or

          6   would be, that's why I submitted blueprints to the City in

          7   order to have it done legally and legitimately.

          8             And, unfortunately, I don't know, I heard the

          9   gentleman, when people say they have two steps in the back,

         10   I have never been given any specific information with

         11   regards to what was necessary to correct the situation.

         12             However, I know that we have two steps and the

         13   back door.  Maybe they have measured that and come up with

         14   the fact that nothing can be done about that.

         15             However, I have never been informed of that.

         16             But the other thing is, I want to say that

         17   everything that has been said here today is relevant to some

         18   of the issues that affect us as well.

         19             If you move back to the Methodist Hospital, you

         20   almost disenfranchise our voters because, you're moving them

         21   to Broad -- all the way to Broad and Snyder, from 17th and

         22   Moore.

         23             So, if you're really taking into consideration, a

         24   lot of my division people are walking with crutches, canes.
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          1   So you're wanting them to walk all the way to Broad Street.

          2   You're asking them to walk about seven to eight blocks.

          3             And -- however, then when you get inside the

          4   facility itself, they almost have to walk another 400 feet

          5   to the location where they are going to place the machines.

          6   And that's just -- doesn't seem quite right because, I

          7   mean -- are you taking one instance of handicapped

          8   accessibility into consideration and avoiding another part

          9   of what handicapped accessibility is?

         10             So, I just say, that I think we should be able to

         11   resolve this issue.

         12             But I would prefer to have it remain in our

         13   location so that we can increase our voter turnout.  Our

         14   residents can come home and vote.  They don't have to go

         15   seven or eight blocks away from home.  And at the end of the

         16   day we have been accommodating to anybody who has come to

         17   vote, whether they are handicapped or not.

         18             Thank you.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, Mr. Littlepage.

         20             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  I also have some petitions that I

         21   would like to submit to the Commission from my residents.

         22             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, sir.

         24             If you could leave --
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          1             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  Yeah.

          2                       (Whereupon, documents submitted

          3                       to the Commission.)

          4             MR. FERRIS:  In regard -- a couple things I want

          5   to bring up in regard to your comments.

          6             Number one, the center on Broad Street, if it

          7   would be moved there, the voting would be occurring right

          8   there in the lobby.  There would be no more walking through

          9   to that auditorium where they used to vote when it was Saint

         10   Agnes.

         11             Number two --

         12             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  But how many feet is that from

         13   the walkway?

         14             Because what you have to take into account is,

         15   that there is a crescent where they're doing business during

         16   the course of the day, there's mobile vehicles going in to

         17   drop off residents.

         18             So, if you take it from the curb even to the

         19   lobby, you're talking about a distance of over 3 -- probably

         20   about 300 feet.

         21             So, if you would take that into consideration

         22   that's still a nice distance for somebody with a cane or a

         23   walker to walk.

         24             Like Miss Townsend, one of our residents, who
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          1   walks with a cane.  She can barely get out of the car to

          2   come into my place to vote.  And we have a handicapped ramp

          3   and a railing that makes it accessible and easy for her to

          4   walk that distance, sir.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  One other thing that's come up this

          6   week is, that the rec center has reopened, the DiSilvestro

          7   Rec Center.  So I don't know if that was an option for you.

          8             If they approve this, would you rather go to the

          9   rec center which would be closer to your division?

         10             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  I'm not sure of the rec center

         11   that you're talking about.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  DiSilvestro.  We used to vote there

         13   before.

         14             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  Is the address 16th and Market?

         15   What's the address?

         16             MR. FERRIS:  You used to vote there before.

         17             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  No.  When I arrived in South

         18   Philadelphia we voted on Bancroft Street.  When we left

         19   Bancroft Street we went back to the old Saint Agnes

         20   Hospital, which you're referring to, you're sending it back

         21   to.  I'm not sure of that recreation.

         22             But you asked me what I would prefer.  I would

         23   prefer to stay where it is at.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Right.  But I'm saying, if they
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          1   decided to move that, would that be an option that you would

          2   rather go to the rec center instead of --

          3             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  I'm not sure where the rec center

          4   is.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  It's right across --

          6             MR. AVERSA:  It is literally just around the

          7   corner from where you're at now.

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

          9             MR. AVERSA:  It is literally just --

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  15th and Morris.

         11             So it is right, you know, across Morris Street.

         12             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  I mean, if there has to be an

         13   option, I would submit that, that would probably be a

         14   reasonable location.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, I motion that we take

         17   it under advisement.

         18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Take it under advisement, and

         19   let's send someone out and see.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  Take it under advisement.

         21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  All right.  Thank you.

         22             MR. LITTLEPAGE:  Thank you very much.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Next up is the 56th Ward;

         24   41st Division.
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          1             MR. HARGENRADER:  My name is Bill Hargenrader,

          2   56th Ward; 41st Division.

          3             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The request for the 56th Ward;

          4   41st Division is to move the polling place from Saint Luke's

          5   Church at 1946 Welsh Road to 9151 Old Newtown Road, the

          6   American Legion Post.

          7             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

          8             And the recommendation was made from the

          9   Department of Justice.

         10             Saint Luke's Church, which has three steps that

         11   are unable to be ramped.  And this would be for four

         12   divisions moving over there.

         13             MR. HARGENRADER:  I am actually not representing

         14   the church, I'm just a concerned citizen.  I first saw the

         15   sign for the hearing this morning.  It was, kind of, hanging

         16   off the poll all wet.  And just originally when you first

         17   saw it this close to election just, kind of, started raising

         18   flags of why are you moving this close into the American

         19   Legion from Saint Luke's?

         20             I had no idea where the American Legion was.  I

         21   know that a lot of my neighbors, friends, even people this

         22   morning that I asked at Wawa, hey, do you know where the

         23   American Legion is; do you know where the American Legion

         24   is?  Do you know where Saint Luke's Church is?
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          1             Everyone knows Saint Luke's Church.

          2             So, prior to coming here and as a concerned

          3   citizen is to find out why it was being moved.

          4             So I got that answer, the Department of Justice,

          5   handicapped accessibility.

          6             I just want to go, I guess, on the record and

          7   state to you guys that it is definitely going to cause a lot

          8   of confusion.  It's definitely going to -- people will be

          9   not knowing where to go or send them to Saint Luke's.

         10              So, I guess my next follow up, if I could ask a

         11   question is, what is the outreach, or education outreach,

         12   the people in the 56th Ward, to actually know where they're

         13   going to vote?

         14             Is this going to be a placard, something that you

         15   get in the mail?  Is it going to be signs on lampposts?

         16             MR. FERRIS:  Once the polling places are changed,

         17   the week before our employees go out and hang signs

         18   throughout the neighborhood.

         19             A lot of times committee people and ward leaders

         20   will come and get extra signs, too, to help do that, or

         21   they'll do a mailing.

         22             The other option is for the Commissioners to

         23   decide to do a postcard mailing to every residence within

         24   those divisions letting them know where the polling place
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          1   is.  And that's for the Commissioners to decide whether

          2   they're going to follow through and do that or not.  And of

          3   course besides being on the Web and in the paper.

          4             MR. HARGENRADER:  So, I'm not representing the

          5   church, but what I will do is go work with Saint Luke Church

          6   leadership, they're not here now, let them know what's going

          7   on here.  And if we got to set up something where we are

          8   there all day redirecting people to the polling place, I

          9   guess that's what we'll do.

         10             So, that's all I really have to say.

         11             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you so much.

         12             MR. HARGENRADER:  Sure.

         13             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  I appreciate it.

         14             MR. HARGENRADER:  Thank you.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you for coming.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would like to motion that

         17   we take polling place moves for 56 under advisement.

         18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

         19             MR. HARGENRADER:  Thank you.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, sir.

         21             And the 43rd Ward.

         22             MR. LOGAN:  I am the last person here.

         23             All right.  Good afternoon.

         24             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Good afternoon.
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          1             MR. LOGAN:  My name is Thomas Logan; I'm the

          2   former ward leader and present committeeman of the 43rd

          3   Ward; 9th Division.

          4             I got back in town yesterday and I understand that

          5   there was a petition -- or a petition filed to move the 9th

          6   division's polling place to Bethune School.

          7             We already have -- what is wrong with the church

          8   that we are now voting?

          9             We get a ramp from the --

         10             MR. FERRIS:  This wasn't a handicapped

         11   accessibility issue, this was a request from the ward leader

         12   to move this polling place.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  For nine?

         14             MR. FERRIS:  For number nine, yes.

         15             So, both -- both -- 43;9, I believe -- but, you

         16   know, both polling places are handicapped accessible, it was

         17   just that, there was a request from the ward leader.

         18             MR. LOGAN:  I have been the committeeman in the

         19   43;9 for 38 years, ward leader for 8 years.  There is no

         20   reason to disenfranchise those people in that community

         21   because of the ward leader's request.

         22             At Bethune School, right now, presently, we have

         23   four or five divisions.  And if you would see that madhouse

         24   over there on Election Day, it is just to many --
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          1             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Understood.

          2             MR. LOGAN:  -- in that gym.

          3             The confusion with the elderly voters not knowing

          4   which tables to go to and which way to go.  And to add

          5   another one into that mix would only add to the confusion.

          6             I would ask the Board, you know, to reconsider and

          7   let us stay where it is.  And I will sit down and work out

          8   whatever agreements that the ward leader may have with that

          9   division.

         10             But the people should not be disenfranchised or

         11   forced to walk further than what they have to just because

         12   of a ward leader's request.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Well, thank you, sir.

         14             I motion that we take it under advisement.

         15             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

         16             MR. LOGAN:  Thank you.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, sir.

         18             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  Thank you, sir.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  Ma'am, are you here for a polling

         20   place change?

         21             MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.  From what I understand, I

         22   already missed it.

         23             MR. FERRIS:  Which ward and division?

         24             MS. ANDERSON:  I know the name of the church and
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          1   where they're moving it to, Word Alive to Lenfest.  I think

          2   it's the 37th Ward.  I'm not sure.

          3             MR. FERRIS:  It's the 43rd Ward, but there's

          4   several divisions there, yes.

          5             MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Yes.  There is four

          6   divisions.

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Were you for or against the

          8   move, or --

          9             MS. ANDERSON:  I am fine with the move.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         11             MS. ANDERSON:  We're just concerned about the

         12   short notice and the confusion, because it's been held at

         13   our polling place -- I'm sorry, at our location for the last

         14   five years, and we're concerned about how people will be

         15   notified about the change.

         16             I know that Lenfest Center is a brand new facility

         17   and it's more handicapped accessible, but I want to know how

         18   they're going to go about the transition of making the

         19   community aware of the change.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  We just addressed that.  Sorry

         21   you missed that, but --

         22             MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.

         23             MR. FERRIS:  -- what happened is, after the

         24   polling place changes are finalized, some of our employees
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          1   will go out and hang signs the week before the election.

          2   Committee people and ward leaders are more than welcome to

          3   come and get signs and hang additional signs.

          4             MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  On top of that the three

          6   Commissioners will decide about sending out some kind of

          7   postcard this election to every resident letting them know

          8   that the polling places have been changed.

          9             MS. ANDERSON:  Now, this is a multi-cultural

         10   community where there is African-American, there is

         11   Hispanic, a lot of Hispanic and white.  So there is a lot of

         12   people who are -- do not have English as a first language,

         13   so will the information be printed in both languages?

         14             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  All our literature that goes

         15   out, required by law, must be in English and Spanish.

         16             MS. ANDERSON:  Great.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  So that will go out that way.

         18             MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.

         19             So should I still sign in?

         20             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Sign in so that we know you

         21   showed up for what ward and division.  And we appreciate you

         22   coming down today.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, ma'am.

         24             MS. ANDERSON:  You're welcome.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  Anybody else?

          2                       (Whereupon, there was no

          3                       response.)

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So I motion that we --

          5   actually we go through the ones that are not here contested.

          6             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  39;41, the request is to move

          7   the polling place from 12th and Bigler, the South Philly

          8   field house, to 2810 South 9th Street, JP Caters.

          9             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         10             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         11                       (Whereupon, documents signed by

         12                       Commissioners.)

         13             MR. FERRIS:  The Commissioners are approving that

         14   one.

         15             The next one is the 40th Ward; 3rd Division,

         16   moving the polling place from 58th and Grays Avenue, the

         17   Bartram field house, to 5701 Grays Avenue, the Ezekiel

         18   Baptist Church.

         19             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         20             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         21             And it actually moves the polling place back into

         22   the division.

         23             And there is no opposition to that one.

         24             Our next one is 41st Ward; 8th Division, moving
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          1   the polling place from Torresdale and Devereaux, the

          2   American Legion Rec Center, to 6309 Torresdale, the

          3   McCullough Union Hall.

          4             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          5             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          6             And there is no opposition to that one.

          7             The next request is for the 41st Ward; 13th

          8   Division, moving the polling place from Hellerman and Edmund

          9   Streets, the Dorsey Rec Center, to 6309 Torresdale Avenue,

         10   the McCullough Union Hall.

         11             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         12             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         13             And there is no opposition to that one.

         14             The next one is the 42nd Ward; 15th Division,

         15   moving the polling place from Rising Sun Avenue and Tabor

         16   Road, the church, to 401 East Tabor Road, the Triumphant

         17   Faith High School.

         18             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

         19             From the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition to that one.

         21             The next one is the 43rd Ward; 1st Division,

         22   moving the polling place from 4244 Old York Road, the El

         23   Shaddei Baptist Church, to 4301 North Broad Street, the

         24   Prince Hall.
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          1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          2             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          3             And there is no opposition to that one.

          4             The next one is for the 43rd Ward; 3rd Division,

          5   moving the polling place from 6th and Hunting Park, the

          6   McClure School, to 6 and Cayuga Streets, the Esperanza

          7   Health Center.

          8             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          9             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         10             And there is no opposition to that one.

         11             The next one is 43;4 and 43;5, the ward leader has

         12   asked us to move this to a different location, the Hunting

         13   Park Rec Center, which was just rebuilt, I think this past

         14   week by Mike Vick or something like that.

         15             So, we want to take these under advisement for a

         16   week until we check out that rec center.

         17             The next one is for 43;6, moving the polling place

         18   from 6 and Hunting Park, the McClure School, to 6 and

         19   Cayuga, the Esperanza Health Center.

         20             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         21             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         22             And there is no opposition to that one.

         23             The next one is 43;7, moving the polling place

         24   from 801 West Luzerne, the Word Alive Worship Church, to
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          1   10th and Pike, the Lenfest Center.

          2             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          3             From the Department of Justice.

          4             And there is no opposition to that one.

          5             43;09 we are taking that under advisement.

          6             43;21, moving the polling place from 801 West

          7   Luzerne Street, the Word Alive Worship Church, to 10th and

          8   Pike Streets, the Lenfest Center.

          9             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         10             From the Department of Justice.

         11             And there is no opposition to that one.

         12             The next one is 43;25, moving the polling place

         13   from 801 West Luzerne Street, the Word Alive Worship Center,

         14   to 10th and Pike Streets, the Lenfest Center.

         15             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         16             From the Department of Justice.

         17             And there is no opposition to that one.

         18             And we get to the 45th Ward, for the 4th division

         19   and the 20th division, the Department of Justice wanted us

         20   to move that from Saint John Cantius School, to the

         21   McCormick Hall.

         22             However, the ward leader, along with the community

         23   people, have built a ramp, which we are inspecting tomorrow

         24   morning, and we're taking this one under advisement until we
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          1   inspect the ramp tomorrow morning to see if it will suffice.

          2             48;1, the request is moving from 18th and Snyder,

          3   the Girard School, to 16th and Jackson, the Guerin Rec

          4   Center.

          5             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          6             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          7             And there is no opposition to this one.

          8             The next one is 48;13, also moving the polling

          9   place from 18th and Snyder Avenue, the Girard School, to

         10   16th and Jackson Streets, the Guerin Rec Center.

         11             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         12             From the Department of Justice.

         13             And there is no opposition to that one.

         14             48;14, the request is moving the polling place

         15   from 1801 South 17th Street, the daycare, to 1930 South

         16   Broad Street, the Center for Medicine and Commerce.

         17             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         18             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         19             And there is no opposition to that one.

         20             48;18 is under advisement until the 10th.

         21             49;1 is the next one, moving the polling place

         22   from 543 West Cortland Street, the Dollar Store, to 4344

         23   North 5th Street, Cayuga School.

         24             We have reinspected the polling place and we would
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          1   like to suspend this hearing and give us time to approach

          2   the DOJ and ask them to accept our findings with the

          3   measurement of the ramps that we found.

          4             So, we are just --

          5             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LEE:  October 10th?

          6             MR. FERRIS:  No.  This is basically just a

          7   suspension that we're going to go back and have a meet and

          8   confer with the Department of Justice.

          9             So, for this -- at this time -- actually, at this

         10   time we would like -- the Staff would like the Commissioners

         11   to deny this petition until we talk to the Department of

         12   Justice and see if they're willing to -- or see if they want

         13   to put it back in again for a hearing.

         14             We don't believe they will.

         15             So, we want to just deny that so it stays where it

         16   was.

         17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And what was the reason?

         18             MR. FERRIS:  The reason for them was, that they

         19   found a 12.2 slope on part of the ramp.  We measured the

         20   ramp and got 8s, 7s, 9s.  They only found a little spot.

         21   And at the bottom there was a pole where there wasn't a 60

         22   inch, it was like 55 inches, a little bit less.

         23             So, we're hoping that the way we've been working

         24   with them that they will let this go by.  So it looks good.
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          1             Instead of moving it out of the ward into the

          2   polling place they want to move it to, it looks like a good

          3   place.

          4             Okay.  49;18, moving the polling place from 6239

          5   North 6th Street, the Bickley Church, to 908 West Godfrey

          6   Avenue, Leeds Monument Company.

          7             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          8             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          9             And there is no opposition to that one.

         10             50;16 is under advisement.

         11             50;27 is the next one, moving the polling place

         12   from Stenton and Dorset Streets, the Mount Moriah Church, to

         13   Upsal and Mansfield Streets, the Finley Recreation Center.

         14             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         15             From the Department of Justice.

         16             And there is no opposition to this one.

         17             The alternate site was listed -- the alternate

         18   site of Finley was given to us by the ward leader.

         19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Let me ask a question.  Did

         20   she show up today to speak about that?

         21             MR. FERRIS:  No.

         22             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MOSS:  She called, and that's

         23   what the message was.  Councilwoman Tasco called and found

         24   out that the church has a ramp that was knocked down when it
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          1   was inspected.  She found out this morning.  She would like

          2   that reinspected.

          3             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah, but it has four steps.  I'll

          5   look at it, okay.

          6             59;21, the move is from Greene and Tulpehocken

          7   Streets, the Community Presbyterian Church, to 6300 Greene

          8   Street, the Stapeley Retirement Home.

          9             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         10             And there's no opposition to this one.

         11             However, for 59;22, the move is from Greene and

         12   Tulpehocken, also, the Community Presbyterian Church.  The

         13   request was to move it to the Stapeley Retirement Home at

         14   6300 Greene Street.

         15             However, we have an alternate request from the

         16   ward leader to move this polling place in with the 15th

         17   division, which is 6019 Germantown Avenue.  It is First

         18   United Methodist Church of God.  And it is handicapped

         19   accessible.

         20             So, I am going to ask you to deny the original

         21   petition and approve the alternate location.  So I want you

         22   to deny the original petition and initial the alternate

         23   location at the bottom, please.

         24             Now, for 61;1 and for 61;17, both ward leaders
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          1   have asked me to postpone this hearing until -- they have

          2   three alternate sites they are looking at this week, so we

          3   will give them to the 10th to come up with their

          4   suggestions.  If not, they will get moved into these

          5   locations, okay.

          6             So, that is 61;1 and 61;17, both locations.  They

          7   have three sites they want to check out, and we need to

          8   check out, okay.

          9             The next one is 62;22, moving the polling place

         10   from a residence at 2754 Devereaux to the Auto Pros Store at

         11   6250 Harbison Avenue.

         12             And the ward leader is looking for an alternate

         13   location, so we'd like to take this under advisement and

         14   give them until the 10th, also.

         15             65th Ward; 8th Division, moving the polling place

         16   from the prison training academy at 8215 Torresdale Avenue

         17   to the New Foundation Charter School at 8001 Torresdale

         18   Avenue.

         19             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         20             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         21             And I haven't heard any opposition to that one.

         22             Okay.  The same thing is with the 65th Ward; 11th

         23   Division, moving the polling place from 8215 Torresdale

         24   Avenue, the prison training academy, to 8001 Torresdale
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          1   Avenue, the New Foundation Charter School.

          2             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          3             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

          4             And there is no opposition to that one.

          5             So, for under advisement, I'm going to go

          6   backwards here, it should be 62;22, 61;17, 61;1, 56;41,

          7   56;35, 56;30 and 31.

          8             Okay.  And then we go to the 50th Ward; 27th

          9   Division, 50th Ward; 16th Division, the 48th Ward; 18th

         10   Division.  And we go to the 45th Ward; 4th and 20th

         11   Divisions.  And we go to the 43rd Ward.  So we have 43;4,

         12   43;5 and 43;9 are all under advisement.  And we have 39;33,

         13   and we have 38;5 and 38;21.  That should be everything from

         14   this afternoon under advisement.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you, again, Mr.

         16   Ferris.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Anytime.  My pleasure.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I motion we adjourn to the

         19   call of the Chair.

         20             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I second.

         21                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

         22                       adjourned at approximately 2:10

         23                       p.m.)

         24   
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